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1. Introduction
The enhancement to support “Catergory NB2” and “twoHARQ-Processes” were introduced as part of Rel-14 NB-IoT core enhancement CR [1]. Protocol conformance test cases 22.3.1.6a, 22.3.1.9 and 22.3.2.7 were introduced to test these features as part of Rel-14 NB-IoT Enhancements.
The aim of the discussion is to request RAN5 to allow testing of early implementation of “Category NB2” and “twoHARQ-Processes-r14” as the CRs introducing the above optional features do not contain the specific text in the cover sheet, nor defined in Annex G .

2. Discussion
In case a UE that indicates release X in field accessStratumRelease supports a feature specified in release X+ N (i.e.early UE implementation) 36.331 Annex F clarifies the additional requirements .
Based on RAN5’ s request Annex G was created by RAN2 to provide List of CRs Containing Early Implementable Features  Annex G captures early implementable features introduced from Rel-15. For previous releases RAN5 has to still refer to CRs that contains in the cover sheet “Implementation of this CR by a UE of earlier release will not cause compatibility issues”.
For early implementation It is unclear whether Annex F in 36.331 shall always be backed up by (magic sentence or CR reference in Annex G)
The support of the above optional features is declared to the network via capability information. This allows the UE to declare the support and fullfil the requirements of early implementation according to Annex F.
Out of the many features that have been introduced as part of the Rel-14 NB-IoT enhancements, these are the 2 main features that have been widely deployed. There is no market interest for the other features “including” the mandatory features that were introduced as part of Rel-14. 
In order to support the real market interest, it is easier and cost effective to implement the above optional feature as early implementation.
It is important to note that the UE radio access capability parameter indicates whether the feature has been implemented and successfully tested and therefore will not cause compatability issues.
The impact analysis has been done and the three test cases can be executed with a Rel-13 device with minimum changes in TTCN. The changes are proposed in [2] condition to prose CR agreement.



3. Proposals
Proposal : We would like to request RAN5 to allow the above 3 test cases to be executed with a Rel-13 UE. Supporting the optional features “Catergory NB2” and “twoHARQ-Processes” 
The prosposed changes to 36.523-2 are shared in R5-210024
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