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1.	Introduction
IMS over 5GS test case 7.3 had been added via R5-206379 as the Work Plan demanded it. Now that the test case is complete in prose, see TS 34.229-5, and is implemented in TTCN, discussions with UE vendors suggest that the underlying scenario is not supported and might not be realistic.
2.	Discussion
Test case 7.3 assumes that the UE supports preconditions and that the precondition mechanism is enabled. The test case then exercises the scenario where the UE nonetheless does not use preconditions in an MO INVITE request.While such scenario sounds unrealistic, TS 24.229 cl 5.1.3.1 explicitly lists it:
Upon receiving a 421 (Extension Required) response to an initial INVITE request in which the precondition mechanism was not used, including the "precondition" option-tag in the Require header field, if the UE supports the precondition mechanism and the precondition mechanism is enabled as specified in subclause 5.1.5A, the originating UE shall: 
- send a new INVITE request using the precondition mechanism; and 
- send an UPDATE request as soon as the necessary resources are available and a 200 (OK) response for the first PRACK request has been received. 
Our reading of the above phrase is that UEs will encounter scenarios where they better not use preconditions although they are ready to use them. This made us include the test case in the Work Plan.
Let us take a look at the three levels of readiness regarding preconditions:
1. The UE supports or does not support preconditions.
2. Preconditions are enabled by the operator or not.
3. The UE then actually uses preconditions or not, e.g., in an MO INVITE

Elaborations on 1 to 3:

Ad 1) This is determined by the software code of the UE, if it can handle preconditions or not. The test case at hand assumes that the UE implemented preconditions.

Ad 2) There are several means to enable or disable preconditions: SIM card (TS 24.229), OTA (TS 24.229 and GSMA PRD NG.114), and possibly more (see GSMA PRD NG.114). This is mostly or fully in the hand of operators.

Ad 3) GSMA PRD NG.114 says that the UE must support preconditions, and actually use preconditions when they are enabled. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion: if GSMA PRD NG.114 is the only relevant source for precondition usage, test case 7.3 should be voided. If the additional scenario depicted by TS 24.229 is worth test coverage independent of GSMA PRD NG.114, we should keep the test case.

3.	Proposals
The author is not in a position to recommend one way or the other. Operators and UE vendors are asked to take the above into consideration and to provide their views on keeping IMS over 5GS test case 7.3 or not.


