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1
Introduction

Between RAN5#83 and RAN5#84 meetings, an action item was triggered on the RAN5 reflector, requesting inputs from the Mobile Network Operators on conformance testing needs for some of the 5GS Network Deployment Options. The formal request made by the RAN5 Chairman on the RAN5 reflector is copy/pasted hereafter: 

“RAN5 has made significant progress in conformance test development for RAN-CN interface options that are of immediate priority to the industry - NSA Option 3 and SA Option 2. Progress made for SA Option 5 and NSA Options 4 & 7 so far is limited to what is implicitly covered by the generic parts of NSA Option 3 and SA Option 2. RAN5 plans to kick off explicit test development work for SA Option 5 and NSA Options 4 & 7 during RAN5#84 meeting scheduled from 26 – 30 August 19. At the same time RAN5 has to continue its priority work on Phase 5 of NSA Option 3 and Phase 4 of SA Option 2 (refer R5-194199 – ‘RAN5 5G NR Status Delivery Phases and Targets’ May 19 for more details)
RAN5 is seeking industry input on deployment interest and planned timelines for SA Option 5 and NSA Options 4 & 7. This input is critical for RAN5 test development planning for these ‘Options’, especially for TTCN development. RAN5 5GS Leadership Team intends to make use the information gathered to plan different phases and target delivery dates for these ‘Options’. More importantly, this information helps RAN5 to prioritise TTCN implementation tasks for the second half of 2019 and also plan TTCN budget for 2020.

RAN5 would really appreciate Operators input on 5GS SA Option 5 and NSA Options 4 & 7 deployment interest and planned timelines. Since this information could be commercially sensitive, RAN5 requests to provide this information directly to ETSI MCC TF160 (Group entrusted by 3GPP for TTCN development) Project Manager – Olivier Genoud. Olivier shall handle this information commercial-in-confidence and in any planning input provided to RAN5 based on received information, Operator specific part shall be anonymised. 

Deadline to provide Operator input to ETSI MCC TF160 PM is 15 August 19.”
The purpose of this contribution is to present to RAN5 the results of this action item.

2
Discussion
Note that in addition to 5GS Deployment Options4/5/7, and upon request from the RAN5 5GS Leadership, the MNOs were also queried about their deployment interest and plans for the Rel-15 SA Option2 feature NR-DC (NR-NR Dual Connectivity), which is not included in the 5GS Workplans prior to RAN5#84.

Table 2-1 contains the consolidated and anonymised feedback received from the Mobile Network Operators (MNOs). 

Table 2-1: 5GS Options Deployment Interest & Timeline 
	Category
	SA Option2
NR-DC feature only
	NSA Option4
(NE-DC)
	SA Option5
(E-UTRA/5GC)
	NSA Option7
(NGEN-DC)

	Number of Operators who provided feedback
	12
	15
	15
	15

	Number of Operators who confirmed deployment interest
	5
	5
	6
	7

	Earliest need of RAN5 conformance test cases implementation* to support deployments
	mid 2020
	end of 2020
	end of 2020
	end of 2020

	Other misc. information
	Both FR1-FR1 and FR1-FR2 are requested.
	
	
	


3
Conclusion

RAN5 is kindly requested to take the above information into account in their work planning activities for Rel-15 5GS conformance testing. 
