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5.1
EN-DC

5.1.1
Layer 3
5.1.1.1
Single NR carrier
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Figure 5.1.1.1-1: Test model for EN-DC Layer3 testing (MCG and SCG)
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Figure 5.1.1.1-2: Test model for EN-DC Layer3 testing (MCG and split DRB)
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Figure 5.1.1.1-3: Test model for EN-DC Layer3 testing (Split SRB(s), DRBs removed for clarity)

The UE is configured in normal mode. On the UE side Ciphering and Integrity (PDCP and NAS) are enabled and ROHC is not configured. 

On the SS Side L1, MAC and RLC (EUTRA/NR) and PDCP (EUTRA/NR) are configured in normal way and shall perform all their functions. SRB0, 1 & 2 are configured only in EUTRA. For SRB0 the DL and UL port is above RLC. For SRB1 and SRB2 the port is above/below the EUTRA RRC and NAS emulator, which is implemented as a parallel test component. For DRB, the port is above PDCP. PDCP Ciphering/Integrity is enabled. NAS integrity/Ciphering is enabled.

NOTE:
PDCP (EUTRA/NR) is always configured in the EUTRA PTC for SRB1 & 2. 

The EUTRA RRC/NAS emulator for SRB1 and SRB2 shall provide the Ciphering and Integrity functionality for the EPS NAS messages. In UL direction, SS shall report RRC messages, still containing (where appropriate) the secure and encoded NAS message, to the RRC port. In DL, RRC and NAS messages with same timing information shall be embedded in one PDU after integrity and ciphering for NAS messages.

SRB3 is connected directly to the SRB port in the NR PTC/dummy NR RRC/NAS emulator.

The NR PDCP can be configured in either the EUTRA or NR PTC for one or more SRBs or DRBs. If NR PDCP is configured, the bearer can be split. In this case the PDCP will be fully configured on the cell upon which the bearer is terminated and the other PTC will be configured with a proxy PDCP. Data shall be sent/received only on the PTC upon which the bearer is terminated. The SS shall route data to/from either cell, via the routing information provided.
5.1.1.2
NR carrier aggregation
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Figure 5.1.1.2-1: Test model for EN-DC Layer3 CA testing

The EN-DC Layer3 CA test model builds on top of the EN-DC Layer3 test model, with the differences specified hereafter.

On the SS NR side, in the SCG there is one PSCell and one SCell configured:

-
PSCell: The associated SCell is linked to this PSCell,to enable the connection of the SCell MAC layer to the PSCell RLC/PDCP layers for DCCH/DTCH. 

-
SCell: Only PHY and MAC layers are configured, and MIB is broadcast. 

The UL Scheduling Grant and DL Scheduling assignments are configured from TTCN over system control port. SS reports PUCCH scheduling information reception in PSCell over system indication port, if configured. In a similar way the reception of PRACH preambles in PSCell / SCell is reported by SS over the same port, if configured.
5.1.2
Layer 2

5.1.2.1
PDCP
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Figure 5.1.2.1-1: Test model for EN-DC PDCP testing (MN terminated MCG DRB and SN terminated SCG DRB)
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Figure 5.1.2.1-2: Test model for EN-DC PDCP testing (MCG DRB and split DRB)

The UE is configured in Test Loop Mode, to loop back the user domain data above PDCP layer. On UE side Ciphering is enabled as null algorithm and ROHC is not configured.

Test Loop Mode can be active on SCG DRB as shown in Figure 5.1.2.1-1 or active split DRB as shown in Figure 5.1.2.1-2. 

NOTE: 
Test loop Mode activation on  MCG DRB with NR-PDCP is not considered in Figure 5.1.2.1-2.

On the SS NR, Layer 1, MAC and RLC are configured in the normal operation. The PDCP is configured in a special mode, where SS does not add any PCDP headers in DL and/or not remove any PDCP headers in UL directions respectively at DRB port on the NR PTC. The TTCN maintains sequence numbers and state variables for the PDCP layer. 

On the SS Side the EUTRA MCG layer 1, MAC, RLC is configured in normal operation. They shall perform their functions. In case of split DRB, PDCP layer is configured as Proxy mode, TTCN shall configure EUTRA for EN-DC PDCP testing only when a Test Loop Mode is active on a split DRB.

The SS shall route DL PDCP PDUs from TTCN to PCell and/or PSCell and SS shall indicate that the UL PDCP PDU is received from PCell or PSCell. 

Duplication function:

-
DL is FFS.

-
UL SS shall include routing information for each UL PDCP PDU.

The UL Scheduling Grant and DL Scheduling assignments are configured from TTCN over system control port. SS reports PUCCH scheduling information reception over system indication port, if configured.

5.1.2.2
RLC
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Figure 5.1.2.2-1: Test model for EN-DC RLC AM/UM testing

The PCell is an EUTRA Cell and PSCell is an NR cell on which testing happens. The UE is registered in EUTRA, using SRBs 0-2, and configured for EN-DC operation.

This model is suitable for testing both UM/AM mode of operation of DRBs on UE side.

The UE is configured in Test Loop Mode, to loop back the user domain data above PDCP layer. On UE side Ciphering is enabled (since mandatory) but with dummy ciphering algorithm, which is equivalent to not using ciphering. ROHC is not configured on UE Side.

On the SS Side, L1 and MAC are configured in the normal way. The RLC of the SCG DRBs is configured in transparent mode. Hence with this configuration PDUs out of SS RLC are same as the SDUs in it. There is no PDCP configured on SS NR PTC side. The ports are directly above RLC.

The PDUs, exchanged between TTCN and SS, shall be the final RLC PDUs consisting of RLC and PDCP headers. TTCN code shall take care in DL of building RLC headers and PDCP headers and in UL handle RLC and PDCP headers. TTCN code shall take care of maintaining sequence numbers and state variables for RLC and PDCP layers. If RLC on UE side is in AM mode, TTCN shall take care of generating polls in DL and responding with RLC control PDUs on reception of UL Poll.

5.1.2.3
MAC
5.1.2.3.1
Single NR carrier
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Figure 5.1.2.3.1-1: Test model for EN-DC MAC testing

The UE is configured in Test Loop Mode, to loop back the User Plane data above PDCP layer. On UE side Ciphering is enabled (since Mandatory) but with dummy ciphering algorithm, which is equivalent to not using ciphering. ROHC is not configured on UE Side.

On the SS Side the EUTRA MCG is configured as per the EN-DC Layer 3 test model in normal operation. The EN-DC MAC test model expects no split bearers to be configured.

On the SS NR, Layer 1 is configured in the normal way. NR MAC is configured in a special mode, where it does not add any MAC headers in DL and /or not remove any MAC headers in UL directions respectively at DRB port. In this case, the TTCN shall provide the final MAC PDU, including padding. Except for this, the NR MAC layer shall perform all its other functions. SRB3 if present is configured as in Layer 3 test model in normal operation.

On DRBs the NR RLC is configured in transparent mode. Hence with this configuration PDUs out of SS RLC are same as the SDUs in it. There is no NR PDCP configured on SS Side. The ports are directly above NR RLC.

There are two different test modes in which NR MAC header addition/removal can be configured:

1.
DL/UL header-transparent mode: no header addition in DL and no header removal in UL.

2.
DL only header-transparent mode: no header addition in DL; UL NR MAC is configured in normal mode to remove MAC header and de-multiplex the MAC SDUs according to the logical channel Ids.

If SS NR MAC is configured in DL/UL header-transparent mode, the PDUs, exchanged at the DRB port between TTCN and SS, shall be the final MAC PDUs consisting of MAC, RLC and PDCP headers. TTCN code shall take care in DL of building MAC header, RLC headers and PDCP headers and in UL handle MAC, RLC and PDCP headers. TTCN code shall take care of maintaining sequence numbers and state variables for RLC and PDCP layers. During testing of multiple DRBs at the UE side, it shall still be possible to configure only one DRB on SS side with configuration in the figure 5.1.2.3-1. Other DRBs will not be configured, to facilitate routing of UL MAC PDUs. Multiplexing/de-multiplexing of PDUs meant/from different DRBs shall be performed in TTCN. Since the MAC layer does not evaluate the MAC headers in UL it cannot distinguish between SRB and DRB data in UL. There shall be no SRB3 traffic while MAC is configured in this test mode. The SS MAC shall take care of automatic repetitions/retransmission in UL and DL, based on normal MAC HARQ behaviour.

If SS NR MAC is configured in DL only header-transparent mode, the UL PDUs exchanged at the DRB port between TTCN and SS shall be final RLC PDUs consisting of RLC and PDCP headers. SS shall route these PDUs based on logical channel IDs. In DL, TTCN sends fully encoded MAC PDUs at the DRB port (consisting of MAC, RLC and PDCP headers). In this case TTCN needs to take care of maintaining sequence numbers and state variables for RLC and PDCP layers. Furthermore, in UL and DL the SS MAC layer shall be capable of dealing with SRB3 data (i.e. it shall handle DL RLC PDUs coming from SRB3 RLC layer or de-multiplex UL RLC PDUs to SRB3) as in normal mode. The SS MAC shall take care of automatic repetitions/retransmissions in UL and DL, based on normal MAC HARQ behaviour. TTCN shall ensure that no DL MAC SDUs in normal mode and DL MAC PDUs in test mode are mixed for the same TTI.

The UL Scheduling Grant and DL Scheduling assignments are configured from TTCN over system control port. SS reports PUCCH scheduling information reception over system indication port, if configured. In a similar way the reception of PRACH preambles is reported by SS over the same port.
5.1.2.3.2
NR carrier aggregation
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Figure 5.1.2.3.2-1: Test model for EN-DC MAC CA testing

The EN-DC MAC CA test model builds on top of the EN-DC MAC test model, with the differences specified hereafter.
On the SS NR side, in the SCG there is one PSCell and one SCell configured:
-
PSCell only: On DRBs the NR RLC is configured in transparent mode. Hence with this configuration PDUs out of SS RLC are same as the SDUs in it. There is no NR PDCP configured in the SS. The ports are directly above NR RLC. 

-
PSCell / SCell: Layer 1 is configured in the normal way. NR MAC is configured in a special mode, where it does not add any MAC headers in DL and /or not remove any MAC headers in UL directions respectively at DRB port. In this case, the TTCN shall provide the final MAC PDU, including padding. Except for this, the MAC layer shall perform all of its other functions. 

The UL Scheduling Grant and DL Scheduling assignments are configured from TTCN over system control port. SS reports PUCCH scheduling information reception in PSCell over system indication port, if configured. In a similar way the reception of PRACH preambles in PSCell / SCell is reported by SS over the same port, if configured.
<SKIPPED SECTIONS>
7.2
EN-DC

7.2.1
Introduction

Subclause 7.2 specifies test methods and design considerations that are specific to EN-DC.

7.2.2
Physical layer aspects

7.2.2.1
Search spaces and DCI

For EN-DC test cases, TTCN provides the DCI configuration only for the following PDCCH search spaces on the active DL BWP: 

-
Type1-PDCCH common search space: used for the Random Access procedure on the NR cell, and

-
UE specific search space (UL and DL): used for data exchange in RRC_CONNECTED state on the NR cell.

-
For the default NR cell operation, TTCN configures DCI formats 0_0 and 1_0 in the SS.

7.2.3
System information

For EN-DC only MIB is configured and broadcast. SIB1 (RMSI) and Other SI are not configured.

7.2.4
Bearers

From a 3GPP network perspective, each bearer (MCG, SCG and split bearer) can be terminated either in MN or in SN.

From a EN-DC Test Model and PTC architecture perspective however, there is no dependency between the PTC on which the NR PDCP of a bearer is configured and the type of bearer (MN terminated or SN terminated), e.g. an SCG bearer may have its NR PDCP configured on the NR PTC and act as a MN terminated bearer.

7.2.5
Random Access procedure

In EN-DC, when reconfigurationWithSync is indicated by RRC signalling, the UE performs a Random Access procedure, which is either contention free (CFRA) or contention based (CBRA) with C-RNTI based contention resolution. This is distinguished by whether or not RACH-ConfigDedicated is provided in the reconfigurationWithSync field of CellGroupConfig. 

TTCN configures the SS accordingly, and in case of CBRA with C-RNTI based contention resolution, the UE gets a temporary C-RNTI being different than the C-RNTI the UE has got already and the UE gets an UL grant configured using {LRBs=1, IMCS=0} (smallest TBS) as RA Msg4.
<SKIPPED SECTIONS>
9.2
E-UTRA and EPC PIXIT

The PIXITs specified in TS 36.523-3 [12] subclause 9.1 apply. Additional PIXITs are also specified in Table 9.2-1. 

Table 9.2-1: EUTRA_NR PIXIT

	Parameter Name
	Parameter Type
	Default Value
	Supported Values
	Description

	px_ENDC_BandCombination
	ENDC_BandCombination_Type
	DC_1A_n28A
	
	Band combination for EN-DC test case

	px_ENDC_SecondayBandCombination
	ENDC_BandCombination_Type
	DC_1A_n77A
	
	Secondary band combination for EN-DC test case


