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1
Introduction

RAN5 maintains a single version of each of its specifications which contains all test requirements covering different release from the first applicable release up to the release of this single version. Within each release RAN5's specs may be of different version e.g. for Rel-13 specifications one specification can be of version 13.1.0 when another is of 13.2.0.

Such version differences are not expected to result in confusion to the outside of RAN5 users of the RAN5 specification because they simply reflect, naturally and unambiguously, the number of times (usually based on meeting cycles) a specification has been changed.

This however may not be the case when two specifications are of different releases e.g. one specification is of version 12.4.0 when another related specification is of 13.0.0. The simple interpretation of such a difference will be that the former specification is relevant to devices with release up to Rel-12 but not including Rel-13 devices, whereas the latter includes Rel-13 devices.

An example for this ambiguity is the present situation when RAN5's


3GPP TS 36.523-2: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Part 2: Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) proforma specification" is of Release 14 (latest version 14.0.0)

whereas


3GPP TS 36.523-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Part 1: Protocol conformance specification" is of release 13 (latest version 13.3.0)

TS 36.523-2 was moved to Rel-14 due to a Rel-14 CR which made few TCs applicable to Rel-14 devices. However, the TCs itself are contained in TS 36.523-1 and this being of Rel-13 implies that there are no TCs handling Rel-14 requirements.
Similar ambiguity exists in the case when for example the Common test environments for User Equipment (UE) conformance testing specifications (e.g. 34.108 or 36.508) are of lower release in comparison to any other spec for which they claim to provide the common test environment. One can mistakenly deduct, and be confused, that RAN5 has specified e.g. tests for Rel-14 but not a common test environment which enables release 14 TCs to be run.
To remove such ambiguity, the present paper suggests that release differences between related RAN5 specifications should be avoided whenever possible and proposes some general guidance.
2
Proposal to align the release versions of some of the present RAN5 specifications
If during the RAN5#74 meeting no CRs are agreed which require upgrade of release, it is proposed that the following specs are upgrade through the so called "administrative upgrade" (in comparison to upgrade due to implementation of a higher release CR) to be aligned with their higher release counterparts:
	To be upgraded
	To Release
	Reason

	3GPP TS 36.523-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Part 1: Protocol conformance specification"
	Rel-14
	To be aligned with the release of

3GPP TS 36.523-2: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Part 2: Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) proforma specification"

	3GPP TS 34.108: "Common test environments for User Equipment (UE) conformance testing"
	Rel-14
	To be aligned with the release of

3GPP TS 34.121-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Radio transmission and reception (FDD); Part 1: Conformance specification"

	3GPP TS 34.121-2: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Radio transmission and reception (FDD); Part 2: Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS)".
	Rel-14
	To be aligned with the release of

3GPP TS 34.121-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Radio transmission and reception (FDD); Part 1: Conformance specification"

	3GPP TS 34.123-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Part 1: Protocol conformance specification"
	Rel-14
	To be aligned with the release of

3GPP TS 34.121-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Radio transmission and reception (FDD); Part 1: Conformance specification"

	3GPP TS 34.123-2: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Part 2: Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS) proforma specification"
	Rel-14
	To be aligned with the release of

3GPP TS 34.121-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification; Radio transmission and reception (FDD); Part 1: Conformance specification"

	3GPP TS 37.571-2: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification for UE positioning; Part 2: Protocol conformance."
	Rel-14
	To be aligned with the release of

3GPP TS 37.571-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification for UE positioning; Part 1: Conformance test specification"

	3GPP TS 37.571-3: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification for UE positioning; Part 3: Implementation Conformance Statement (ICS)."
	Rel-14
	To be aligned with the release of

3GPP TS 37.571-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification for UE positioning; Part 1: Conformance test specification"

	3GPP TS 37.571-5: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification for UE positioning; Part 5: Test scenarios and assistance data."
	Rel-14
	To be aligned with the release of

3GPP TS 37.571-1: "User Equipment (UE) conformance specification for UE positioning; Part 1: Conformance test specification"


A special text is suggested to be included in the Document's history which is described in section 3.3 below.

3
Proposal for guidance on aligning the release versions of relevant RAN5 specifications

3.1
Rules for aligning spec releases

It is difficult to produce strict straightforward rules because there will be many exceptions. Therefore the following is suggested to be followed as a general guidance

1)
By default, the test specifications for a particular technology should be considered as a group and should have the same Release. The upgrade to higher release of one or more of the specifications belonging to a group due to CR(s) should trigger administrative upgrade of all the other specifications belonging to the group.
2)
Exceptions to Rule 1)

2.1
The ATS specifications (i.e. those which include the TTCN) can be upgraded by an administrative upgrade only with the explicit consent of MCC TF160
2.2
The Special conformance testing functions for User Equipment (UE) specifications (e.g. 34.109, 36.509) should be upgraded only due to CRs
The groups of specs which can be identified at the moment are as follows

	Nr
	Specs in Group
	

	
	Non ATS
	ATS spec

	1
	34.108, 34.121-1, 34.121-2, 34.123-1, 34.123-2
	34.123-3

	2
	34.229-1, 34.229-2
	34.229-3

	3
	36.508, 36.521-1, 36.521-2, 36.521-3, 36.523-1, 36.523-2
	36.523-3

	4
	37.571-1, 37.571-2, 37.571-3, 37.571-5
	36.571-4

	5
	51.010-1, 51.010-2
	51.010-5


3.2
Rules for initiation of administrative upgrade

Authors of CRs which will result in upgrade of the release version of the spec they are written to should explicitly indicate to RAN5 (during the presentation of their CRs) the impact from their CR(s), which will allow RAN5 to explicitly agree the need for administrative upgrade of other related specs.

Exceptionally, if the need for upgrade due to CR is discovered only during CR implementation, the RAN5 Secretary should alert RAN5 Leadership and if it is deemed necessary and administrative upgrade may be agreed at this time.
3.3
Rules for administrative upgrade

To provide a clear reference point to the reader, when a spec release is administratively upgraded i.e. not because of a CR but in order to be aligned with the release of another spec (which itself was upgraded because of a CR), a line should be inserted in the Change History table of the admin upgraded spec to provide reference to the spec which was upgraded due to a CR and which triggered the admin upgrade. This will allow the interested reader to look into the CR(s) and understand their impact.

EXAMPLE:

When administratively upgrading e.g. TS 36.523-1 the following line should be added in the Change History table

	2017-03
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	-
	Administrative release upgrade to match the release of TS 36.508 and TS 36.523-2 which were upgraded at RAN#74 to Rel-14 due to Rel-14 relevant CR(s)
	13.3.0
	14.0.0


4
Requests to RAN5#74

In summary the present paper request RAN5#74 to take decision on the following
1)
To instruct MCC (RAN5 Secretary) to administratively upgrade the specifications listed in section 2 to the proposed Releases (unless they are upgraded due to CRs). This fact shall be reflected by adding a special line into the specifications history annexes as proposed in section 3.

2)
To endorse the general guidance on aligning specification releases as proposed in section 3. To instruct MCC (RAN5 Secretary) to follow and apply the rules specified in section 3.3.

3)
In order to preserve the agreement and make it easily accessible and transparent, a new RAN5 PRD to contain general RAN5 procedures agreement should be created where the agreements taken from the present paper should be transferred.[image: image1.png]
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