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1
Introduction

The discussion on UEs and release is a frequent topic. This paper would like to highlight some aspects.
2
Discussion
3GPP release
According TS 36.331 [1]
“The IE UE-EUTRA-Capability is used to convey the E-UTRA UE Radio Access Capability Parameters…”
AccessStratumRelease ::=


ENUMERATED {











rel8, rel9, rel10, rel11, rel12, rel13,











spare2, spare1, ...}

“The IE UE-NBIOT-Capability-NB is used to convey the NB-IOT UE Radio Access Capability Parameters…”
AccessStratumRelease-NB-r13 ::=

ENUMERATED { rel13, spare3, spare2, spare1, ...}

This is the only release information in the 3GPP specifications.  As defined in TS 36.306 clause 4.3.8.1, this field defines the release of the E-UTRA layer 1, 2, and 3 specifications supported by the UE.
Release column
According TS 36.523-2 [2]
“Release

The release column indicates the earliest release from which the test case is applicable. 
…
Additional Information - Release other RAT

In regard to a particular test case, this column provides information on the release which is used by the simulated network in the other (i.e. non E-UTRA) RAT(s) where applicable…”

According TS 34.229-2 [3]
“Release

The release column indicates the earliest release from which each testcase is applicable, except if otherwise stated of an individual test case.
NOTE:
For the IMS Emergency Service test cases, the 3GPP Release of UTRAN and GERAN is independent from that indicated in the release column.”
The column refers to test case applicable. The release should be read as, an indication of, and the applicable 3GPP specification for the actual test requirements in the test case.

Verify the 3GPP release
The 3GPP release is applicable only for the UE Radio Access. Which test case (s) that is applicable for this requirement could be discussed. Some views
· NB_IoT/CIoT, AccessStratumRelease-NB-r13 shall be verified in test cases with an RRC scope only
· non NB_IoT/CIoT, AccessStratumRelease, should be verified in test cases with an RRC scope only
· updates in the documentation might be needed if this should be endorsed
Release other RAT
This column is misleading. For some test cases, a non E-UTRA radio access (i.e. in 36.523-2) is required. But, in most test cases this is n/a information. Possible enhancement
· Remove the ‘Release other RAT’ column

· Update the ‘release column’ definition in 36.523-2 with a note (similar as in 34.229-2). E.g.
· NOTE:
For test cases requiring a second non E-UTRA radio access, these should be based on Rel-8 GERAN, Rel-8 UTRA FDD or Rel-9 UTRA TDD.
‘Rel-n UEs’
The concept with an UE ‘generally’ compliant to a specific release is not correct.  An UE

· Is compliant to a specific radio access. Indicated in RRC signalling.

· Is compliant to 3GPP features, subject to each test case requirements.
3
Proposal
It’s proposed to 
1. verify the RAN5s understanding of the above
2. decide if any enhancement should be implemented
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