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GCF has previously communicated to RAN 4 on the topic of Performance Criteria for mobile devices.  However, as RAN4 may be aware, GCF Certification also includes OTA antenna performance requirements.  These requirements have recently been extended to include devices that only support data; this scope extension having been made in response to a strong indication from Operators that data-only devices now make up a significant proportion of devices on their networks.
The GCF certification criteria for OTA antenna performance have always been based on the 3GPP Normative and Recommended performance limits in 3GPP TS 34.114 as the pass/fail criteria.  GCF wishes to continue to reference 3GPP, but notes that limits have still not yet been finalised for data only devices.  
The urgent market need for testing and certification of data only devices has led to GCF CAG temporarily adopting the CTIA test plan and limits for data only devices, in lieu of 3GPP limits.  This is an unfortunate situation with the consequence that GCF now has a mixture of test standards and limits according to the type of device; not ideal for a certification scheme.

Whilst GCF recognises the complexities associated with determining suitable limits, we urgently ask RAN4 to help us by proposing limits which GCF could reference for certification purposes.  Even draft limits, referencing one data only device type (for example laptop device) and in just one measurement configuration (for example free space) would be helpful for GCF to realign its full OTA antenna performance requirement back to 3GPP asap.  The key for GCF is to have a clear common requirement for all devices to comply with.

Action

GCF CAG respectfully requests RAN4 to urgently consider OTA antenna performance limits suitable for devices supporting data only.
Date of Next Meeting
CAG#37
21-22 January 2013           St Julian’s, Malta
Liaison Statement
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