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1
Introduction

Coordinated multi-point (CoMP) transmission and reception is considered as a tool to improve the coverage of high data rates, the cell-edge throughput, and also to increase the system throughput.

3GPP TSG RAN has invested a considerable amount of work in studying and standardising CoMP in Rel-11 with a large number of companies interested and contributing:

-
SI 'Study on Coordinated Multi-Point operation for LTE' (WIC FS_CoMP_LTE, SID RP-101425). Completed at RAN#53. Outcome TR 36.819

-
WI 'Coordinated Multi-Point Operation for LTE - Downlink Core Part' (WIC COMP_LTE_DL-Core, WID RP-111365). Completed at RAN#58. Outcome changes to TS 36.101, 36.104, 36.133, 36.201, 36.211, 36.212, 36.213, 36.300, 36.306, 36.331
-
WI 'Coordinated Multi-Point Operation for LTE - Downlink Performance Part' (WIC COMP_LTE_DL-Perf, WID RP-111365). Target Completion at RAN#60. Outcome changes expected to TS 36.101, 36.307
-
WI 'Coordinated Multi-Point Operation for LTE - Uplink Core Part' (WIC COMP_LTE_UL-Core, WID RP-111365). Completed at RAN#58. Outcome changes to TS 36.101, 36.104, 36.133, 36.201, 36.211, 36.212, 36.213, 36.300, 36.306, 36.331
-
WI 'Coordinated Multi-Point Operation for LTE - Uplink Performance Part' (WIC COMP_LTE_UL-Perf, WID RP-111365). Completed at RAN#58. Outcome changes to TS 36.101, 36.307
Following the studies of the performance benefits and the standardization impact of CoMP operation, and the core specification work done by the 3GPP TSG RAN WG1, WG2 and WG4 in the follow up WIs, the specification of UE Conformance testing is required to provide for means for assessment of Devices' compliance with the 3GPP core requirements thereby providing a high level of confidence to the Industry that Devices will interoperate on all relevant levels.

2
Proposal
It is proposed that RAN5 introduces a new work item for Conformance Testing of Coordinated Multi-Point Operation for LTE. The WID is to be submitted to RAN#59 (plenary meeting in Feb 2013) for approval.

It is proposed initially to envisage the development of RF/RRM and Protocol test cases. If indeed there would be a need for development of Protocol test cases and hence changes affecting the TS 36.523 series specs needs to be determined during the work on the WI. This would depend on activities in RAN4 or other 3GPP WGs.
