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1
Introduction
MCC TF160’s discussion document on strategic TTCN decisions [1] proposes to align the IMS TTCN-3 development between TS 34.229-3 and TS 36.523-3. Aim is to reduce maintenance effort for MCC TF160 and to benefit from quality checks and tool support when having a common ATS source.
[1] also claims that there is at the moment some kind of quiet period (i.e. not much progress) in IMS conformance testing and hence it would be the right time to pursue such major change . 

2
Discussion
From R&S’ perspective which is based on feedback from UE vendors and Network Operators, we believe that the IMS verification and validation work is exactly now again gaining momentum and hence such transitions have to be handled very carefully.

The changes that [1] proposes and which are also reflected in the suggested TS 34.229-3 test model update [2] will result in a major rework of the currently already verified and validated TS 34.229 test cases. So far, 
16 TCs are RAN5 approved and have been validated under GCF WI-031, among which is TC 13.1 – a test case covering SigComp in the initial registration. Note: even though SigComp is part of the test purpose of “only” 2 dedicated TCs, SigComp is a feature which IMS capable UE may use and therefore should be supported during all test cases. 
Currently, it seems not to be clear, 
· if the new structures and test models prove to be successful in due time and 
· when extensions for IMS-related functionality such as e.g. SigComp, TCP, … also become available with the new test models.
As IMS and VoLTE deployments are starting right now, 3GPP RAN5 has to make sure that there is no gap in availability of verified and validated TS 34.229 test cases. R&S believe that that it would be less risky to introduce several checkpoints into the transition phase. After all, RAN5’s mission is to enable Abstract Test Specifications right in time for UE certification.
3
Recommendation
R&S therefore seek RAN5 agreement to a proposal which attends the strategy outlined in [1]:
Until the following criteria are not met, the existing TS 34.229-3 test model and ATS delivery shall be accepted as basis for TC verifications and validations:
a) full coverage of all currently available functionality also in the new structure (SigComp, TCP, …)
b) all currently and to be verified TCs based on existing test models have successfully been re-verified using the new structure.

Furthermore, it is recommend to allow a transition period of 6 months for TC verifications and validations on the existing 34.229-3 basis, starting from the point of time when the above two criteria are met. It is further assumed that the system interface (ASP definition and message flows) does stay the same as in the current structure.

4
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