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Problem statement
GCF P3 TC 9.3.1.14 "Service Request - abnormal case - T3417 expired" was submitted by Samsung to RAN5#46bis. Together with the submission Samsung indicated that the TC scenario is difficult to test and suggested that RAN5 should instead of agreeing the CR perhaps remove the TC from the LTE WP.

The purpose of the TC is to verify the following core spec requirement:

	If the UE has pending uplink data or uplink signalling in EMM-IDLE mode to be transmitted or it responds to paging with CN domain indicator set to "PS", the UE initiates the service request procedure by sending a SERVICE REQUEST message to the MME, starts the timer T3417, and enters the state EMM-SERVICE-REQUEST-INITIATED...

c)
T3417 expires


The UE shall enter state EMM-REGISTERED.


The UE shall abort the procedure and release locally any resources allocated for the service request procedure.




During the discussion that took place at RAN5#46bis, multiple participants expressed their doubt that anything useful could be verified with this TC. One of the major problem was that by allowing some test time tolerance for the T3417 in fact it is not any longer clear why indeed the UE has left the SERVICE-REQUEST-INITIATED state: is it because of the T3417 expiry, or, because of locally implemented procedures to handle deadlock because of lack of action from the NWK.
As a result in the RAN5 SIG Chairman's spreadsheet the following statement can be found "May be a untestable requirement".

Similarly in the Meeting notes the following could be found: "Nokia remarked that RRC Connection Release is the network's responsibility. Discussion with NEC. Samsung suggested that a service reject could be suitable. The doubts persist, whether the conformance requirement is testable."

The final result from the discussion was that the CR was withdrawn.

Since RAN5#46bis there has not been any progress on the TC.

Proposal
It is proposed to remove GCF P3 TC 9.3.1.14 "Service Request - abnormal case - T3417 expired" from the RAN5 LTE WP.

