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April 30, 2012
Invitation to the 3GPP RAN4 UE performance Ad hoc Meeting
26 – 28 June, 2012
Oulu, Finland
Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of Nokia and Nokia Siemens Networks, I am pleased to invite you to 3GPP RAN4 UE performance Ad hoc meeting in Oulu, Finland. 
The meeting will be held at:

Oulu Sokos Hotel Arina


Hotel Reception: Pakkahuoneenkatu 16

Conference rooms: Isokatu 24, 3rd floor
90100 Oulu
Finland

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Oulu Sokos Hotel Arina under the name “NSN Meeting”.  The reduced 3GPP group room rate is 86€ for single occupancy/day. The cut-off for the hotel is 11-Jun 2012.  Please read the reservations section of the invitation for more information regarding booking your room. 
Please be sure to book your room with the rate code “NSN Meeting” for telephone or email reservations to ensure that the hotel knows that you are with our group.  This is very important for the meeting hosts, who graciously guarantee a certain number of rooms at reduced rates for the attendees of this meeting. 
In addition to making your hotel reservation, it is also very important to register for the meeting on the 3GPP website as well.  This provides the MCC and meeting planners with important planning information. The registration form can be found on the 3GPP website. Please visit http://www.3gpp.org/3GPP-Calendar to register on line.
Meeting directions and general information are provided in the following pages. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Oulu, Finland. 

Sincerely,

Tuomo Säynäjäkangas
3GPP TSG RAN WG4 Chairman
Nokia Siemens Networks
+358 (0)40 747 3504
email: tuomo.saynajakangas@nsn.com  
General Meeting Information

Meeting: 

RAN4 UE performance Ad hoc, June 26 – 28, 2012
Location:

Oulu, Finland
Host: 

Nokia and Nokia Siemens Networks
Please direct any questions regarding the logistical arrangements of this meeting to Nokia Siemens Networks:

Tuomo Säynäjäkangas 

Tel +358 (0)40 747 3504
email: tuomo.saynajakangas@nsn.com  
Hotel Address and Contact Information:

Oulu Sokos Hotel Arina
Pakkahuoneenkatu 16
90100 Oulu, Finland
Tel. +358 (0)8 312 3111
Fax. +358 (0)8 312 3123
Hotel quests have direct access to meeting facilities in 3rd floor.

Hotel site and reservations: 

http://www.sokoshotels.fi/en/hotels/oulu/arina/
Note: Internet booking with the group code is not possible. Please be sure to book your room with the rate code “NSN Meeting” for telephone or email reservations to ensure that the hotel knows that you are with our group.  For booking use:

Tel. +358 (0)8 312 3255 or
E-mail:    sales.oulu@sokoshotels.fi 
Room Rate: 

86 eur/night/ single room

108 eur/night/ twin room for 2 persons
The room rate includes internet access, buffet breakfast, fitness center, sauna and taxes
Cut-off Date: 

11-Jun 2012
Please be sure to make your reservations before the cut off date to insure the lower group rate. Rates may be higher after the cut-off date.

Check-in/Check-out Times:

Check in – 3:00 pm

Check out – 12:00 am
Telephone Reservations: 
To make your reservation by phone please call the hotel directly at Tel. +358 (0)8 312 3255.  Please make sure you tell the agent that you are with the “NSN Meeting” group. 
Email Reservations: 

To make your reservation by Email, please send the mail to sales.oulu@sokoshotels.fi.  Please make sure you mention that you are with the “NSN Meeting” group. 
Cancellations:

Cancellations must be made at 6:00 pm arrival day (local time) in order to avoid a penalty of 1 night’s room.
Please Note: Nokia and Nokia Siemens Networks are not responsible for reservation confirmations, cancelled or changed reservations, or no-shows. Please contact the hotel directly to make any changes. 
Airport: 
Oulu Airport (OUL)  http://www.finavia.fi/airports/airport_oulu 
With connections to Helsinki Finland, Tallinn Estonia, Riga Latvia, Stockholm Sweden, Copenhagen Denmark
Wireless LAN:

This will be a paperless meeting. 

Please be sure to bring your wireless LAN card to the meeting.

Phone charges: 

Each delegate is responsible for verifying any toll charges that may be incurred by placing local, long distance and toll-free calls from a guest room. 

Internet: 

Internet access in the meeting room is complimentary for 3GPP delegates. 

GSM/UMTS/LTE Coverage: 
There is GSM/UMTS/LTE coverage in Oulu.
Time Zone:

Eastern Europe Time Zone (EET)
Bus Service from Airport to Hotel (Oulu city center)
Take Bus number 19 in front of the airport (Lentoasema E). Travel time is approximately 30 min (15 km). Step out at Torikatu (Toripakka P) bus stop and walk 3 min (0.2 km). Bus timetable at:
http://www.koskilinjat.fi/aikataulut/paikallisliikenne/selected-timetables-11-8-2011-3-6-2012/14409-19-airport-oulu-city-cente 

Bus fare 1-way is 4.60 €
Bus timetable with the route map also accessible at:

http://www.linjakas.fi/en/?keya=Lentoasema&a=2695&an=&keyb=Pakkahuoneenkatu+16&hour=08&min=00&vm=1&day=25&month=04&year=2012&adv=
Bus Service from Hotel (Oulu city center) to Airport  
Walk 3 min (0.2 km). Take Bus number 19 at Torikatu (Toripakka E) bus stop. Travel time is approximately 30 min (15 km). Step out at the airport (Lentoasema E). Bus timetable at:

http://www.koskilinjat.fi/aikataulut/paikallisliikenne/selected-timetables-11-8-2011-3-6-2012/14408-19-oulu-city-center-airport 

Bus fare 1-way is 4.60 €

Estimated Taxi Fare:

Taxi fare is approximately 27.00 € one way from the Airport to hotel.
This price is subject to time of day and number of persons. 

Parking at the hotel:

Parking garage in the hotel for 46 cars 13 €/day, parking garage Autosaari 7 €/day.
Voltage:
230 V at 50 Hz, plug types C & F.
Please be sure you have the correct adapter. Voltage converters will not be provided at the meeting

Meeting Start Time:

The meeting will start at 9am on Tuesday morning, 26 June, 2012.  

Visa Information: 
VISA may be required for some delegates to visit Finland. Please contact the Finnish Embassy at your country for information. If you need invitation letters or documents to apply for a VISA, please complete the provided request form and send it to sanna.maki@nsn.com for signature no later than May 28, 2012.
OULU INFORMATION
Location
Oulu is located by the Bothnian Bay and the Oulujoki River delta

Population: 143 860 (1 January 2011)

Surface area: 1,513.3 km2

Coordinates: 65°01’ N, 25°28’ E
By car 607 km (377 miles) north from Helsinki – capital city of Finland
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History 

The first inhabitants of the area settled in the Oulu region roughly 7000 years ago and lived from the sea and river. The first major article of trade from Oulu was salmon. In the 13th century, when people learned to use the salt bought from the tradesmen of the Hanseatic League to preserve the fish, this delicacy was imported to Central Europe.

The city of Oulu was officially founded by Charles IX of Sweden in 1605. His aim was to make Oulu the northern outpost in his quest to expand the kingdom and of course to tax the city’s merchants. In 1765 Oulu was granted permission to carry out foreign trade, and another natural product, tar, became the region’s trading success alongside salmon. The buyers came from Britain, the Netherlands and other seafaring nations.

At the end of the 19th century the period of the big sailing ships, and consequently the need for tar, came to an end. However, the forests that had previously been used to produce tar were now harnessed for the emerging paper industry. In recent decades, Oulu has become known worldwide as a hub of technological expertise.

Climate

Oulu’s climate is affected by the Baltic Sea and the Gulf Stream. Great variation in temperatures and a short growing season are typical of the region. The snowy period in Oulu is usually between mid-November and mid-April.

Bright, warm summers and cold, snow-rich winters are both present in the cycle of seasons. 

In the end of June: 
· Average temperature is 15 °C (60 °F)
· Sun set at 00.19 am, sun rise at 2.16 am
Wireless Internet
Oulu provides free wireless Internet access to visitors! The PanOULU network provides a wireless, free broadband Internet connection at public service spots. The service is available, free of charge, to all users. The network covers, for example, pedestrian street Rotuaari, market square area, city library, and the Raksila ice stadium.

Using the network does not require registering for a User ID. Any WLAN compatible device can use the network. 

At the moment there are over 1200 hot spots. When calculating potential user numbers and range, PanOULU is Finland’s largest public wireless network.
http://www.panoulu.net/index.shtml.en 
Tourist information
More information on restaurants and other tourist attractions of Oulu can be found at http://www.oulutourism.fi/en/etusivu.aspx 
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