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Introduction
RAN#90e has approved the study item on extended 600MHz NR band [1] in response to the LS by APT/AWG [2]. In [2], two suggested frequency arrangement options (Option B1 and B2) are presented for 3GPP to study. A subsequent LS [8] has been also received so that further guidance was provided from APT/AWG. The suggested arrangements are the extension of band n71 [ 4] and are harmonized with APT700 band plan [3] to utilize the band up to 703 MHz. a work plan was agreed by RAN 90#e [6].
In the approved scope of SID [1], it is also considered not to preclude other arrangements. 
Duplex filter options have been considered in the last two RAN 4 meetings [ 5, 7, 10, 11]
In the last RAN4#98 and RAN4#98-bis-e meeting, there were proposals to a consider two band approach (called Band 71 + Band nX)- referred to as B2a to cover the extended frequency.  It was suggested that 3GPP should study this option alongside B1 and B2 and then leave it to the AWG to decide. However, in case of the two and approach the AWG has already indicated this to be low priority and has said that such is only recommended only when the option B1 and B have severe difficulties [8]. Therefore, it is repetitive to ask the AWG on something that they have already expressed their view on. Nevertheless, it is discussed in [11] that such option should be further studied. The proposed WF [11] was not agreed in RAN4#98-bis-e; only the following options are noted in the chairman’s minute to guide discussion in RAN4#99e [18]
Some filter studies of B1 and B2 are given in [12-14, 17] and the results point to feasibility with some constraints.
Preferred UE filter options for study of frequency arrangements
•	B1 
•	Full band filter
•	Split filter with 35 MHz + 35 MHz
•	B2 
•	Split filter with 35 MHz + 35 MHz
•	Split filter with 35 MHz + 30 MHz
•	Split filter with 35 MHz + 25 MHz
•	B2a
•	Split filter with 35 MHz (n71) + 30 MHz (B2a)

In line with the request from AWG further consideration of B2a should not be made. Furthermore, it is confusing to refer to B2a as a split filter approach. It is instead a split band approach.
Discussion

Option B2a
Option B2a is a split band approach and not split filter approach. This is different from Option B1 and B2 that have up to 2 duplexers, but both are part of the same band. Additionally, B2a will need the support of two separate bands hardware at the base station and in the UE.
There is clear guidance from the AWG ( a body of regulators) that the two band approach should  be low priority and considered only if B1 and B2 show severe difficulties. The exact wording is copied below. 
· The two-band approach is not the current priority of AWG. If there are severe difficulties with the option B1 or B2 as suggested by AWG that is found by the 3GPP study, it is of interest to consider this onwards, but AWG requests feedbacks on the technical feasibility of B1 and B2 first. 
· Base stations and handsets will have to support both bands, and ENDC band combinations available for Band n71, may not be available for bands allowed in region 3
As indicated initial studies on B1 and B2 [12-14] are encouraging. Therefore: 
Proposal: Option B2a shall not be further studied.
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