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[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Introduction
The SID [1] on band combination handling in RAN4 was approved in RAN#91. The major objective for this WI is defined as follow.
1) Study the adequate information on what needs for introducing band combinations and capture TP formats.
2) Collect agreements on the rules and guidelines of specifying band combinations, such as the notations of CA/DC combinations, etc.
3) Analyse and identify the redundant contents in RAN4 specifications.
4) Study potential future-proof solutions for band combination configuration tables in RAN4 specifications for concise representation, better readability and better trackability and editability.

RAN4 has been discussing the simplification of band combinations in RAN4 specifications since RAN4#94bis-e. Some constructive and effective agreements were reached in last four meetings. In this paper, we’d like to discuss our viewpoints.
Discussion
[bookmark: OLE_LINK169][bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK93][bookmark: OLE_LINK94][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]Template of band combination request sheets for Rel-17 basket WIs
[bookmark: OLE_LINK167][bookmark: OLE_LINK168][bookmark: OLE_LINK165][bookmark: OLE_LINK166]RAN4 discussed the template request sheets in previous meetings. The latest template version can be found in this approved WF [2]. In Rel-17, the template request sheet is very stable. There is no need to further update it except for updating coversheet for new basket WIs.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK192][bookmark: OLE_LINK193]Observation 1: There is no need to further update the template of request sheets except for updating coversheet for new basket WIs in Rel-17.
Proposal 1: It’s proposed to capture current approved template of band combination request sheets for Rel-17 basket WI into the TR.
The procedure on the introduction of band combinations
Currently, the procedure on the introduction of band combinations is shown below, which includes the main process and timeline.
[image: ]
Figure 1 The procedure on the introduction of band combinations
RAN4 have discussed how to improve the request/SR/Basket WID template for reducing RAN4 workloads. The corresponding agreements are captured into the WF [3]. In RAN4#97e, the coversheets and rules are updated in the WF [2]. It’s better to capture all the agreements into an official document.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK188][bookmark: OLE_LINK189][bookmark: OLE_LINK190][bookmark: OLE_LINK191][bookmark: OLE_LINK180][bookmark: OLE_LINK181]Proposal 2: It’s better to capture all the agreements into an official document, which is related to the procedure on the introduction of band combinations.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK182][bookmark: OLE_LINK183][bookmark: OLE_LINK184][bookmark: OLE_LINK185][bookmark: OLE_LINK178][bookmark: OLE_LINK179]Right now the process of Block/Approval is efficient enough to deal with the band combination specific issues before the official RAN4 e-meeting. However, RAN4 need to further guarantee the quality of approved contribution. Especially, some general issues are identified in the basket WI agenda, which need to be discussed more extensively with discussion notes, instead of Block/Approval. In last RAN plenary, some general issues are identified in the approved WF [4]. Even though the dedicated agendas for the general issues are added, rapporteurs, contact persons and delegates are still encouraged to identify the general issues when relative band combinations are requested. Perhaps, a new WID is needed to specify the corresponding general requirements. It may waste much time, if the TP is provided and the general issues are identified during the Block/Approval procedure. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK186][bookmark: OLE_LINK187]Observation 2: The earlier the general issues are identified, the better companies can move forward the process for specific band combinations. 
Proposal 3: Rapporteurs, contact persons and delegates are encouraged to identify the general issues as early as possible to avoid inefficient discussion when band combinations are requested.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK102][bookmark: OLE_LINK103]
Conclusion
Based on the analysis and discussion, the proposal and observations are shown below.
Observation 1: There is no need to further update the template of request sheets except for updating coversheet for new basket WIs in Rel-17.
Proposal 1: It’s proposed to capture current approved template of band combination request sheets for Rel-17 basket WI into the TR.
Proposal 2: It’s better to capture all the agreements into an official document, which is related to the procedure on the introduction of band combinations.
Observation 2: The earlier the general issues are identified, the better companies can move forward the process for specific band combinations. 
Proposal 3: Rapporteurs, contact persons and delegates are encouraged to identify the general issues as early as possible to avoid inefficient discussion when band combinations are requested.
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