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1	Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After having intensively discussed the optimization for band combinations during the past RAN4 meetings, a new SI on band combination handling in RAN4 has been approved in RAN#91-e meeting [1]. The objectives of the study item is to create a document to collect the rules of band combinations, which can be widely known not only by RAN4 but also by other 3GPP working groups or even by other industrial partners outside 3GPP. The study proceeds within the following scopes.
· Study the adequate information on what needs for introducing band combinations and capture TP formats.
· Collect agreements on the rules and guidelines of specifying band combinations, such as the notations of CA/DC combinations, etc.
· Analyse and identify the redundant contents in RAN4 specifications.
· Study potential future-proof solutions for band combination configuration tables in RAN4 specifications for concise representation, better readability and better trackability and editability.
In this paper, we’d like to share our views on the SI and provide suggestions on the timetable for applying the simplification rules.
2 Discussion
In order to consolidate all efforts and accommodate the increasing demands, the TR to collect the rules and timetable for introducing band combination should be considered.
· To capture the new template of band combination request sheets for Rel-17 basket WIs so as to reduce the workload of the basket WI rapporteur. Rules and guidance for the templates should be clearly pointed out in the TR and followed by basket WI rapporteur.
· Considering that several baskets are already running with the current template of the request sheet, and templates for introducing band combos such as TP and draft CR are provided in each basket’s TR skeleton, it is suggested that the current templates and related rules and guidance be captured in the TR at the beginning.
· Although it is important to stabilize the templates, the template should still be allowed to make further improvement if needed. If a new template is adopted in the future discussion, it should be then captured in the TR accordingly.
· To collect agreements on the rules of specifying band combinations, and facilitate people’s understanding of the complex notations of CA/DC combinations.
· Since the rules of specifying band combinations have already been determined, the related contents can be introduced for now. If there is any other new rules agreed in the future, it should be introduced later in the TR.
· To study the optimization rules for band combinations and collect the related agreements during the timescale of Rel-17, such as the redundant SCS information for inter-band CA configuration tables, simplification of ΔTIB,c and ΔRIB,c tables for band combinations, excessive number of columns in the configuration table, and etc.
· Regarding to the situation that lots of basket WID for CA/DC configuration are already under discussion, and there are lots of draft CR or TP related to the band combination to be submitted to each RAN4 meeting, a stable template for RAN4 efficiency should be considered.
· If any changes to the existing rules having impacts on the basket WID, it is recommended to collect the agreements into the TR for now and apply all the new changes in batch to RAN4 specifications in the meeting just before the end of Rel-17.
Proposal 1:	 It is recommended to introduce the following aspects in the TR with the timetable as follows.
· To capture the rules and guidance of current template for Rel-17 basket WIs in the first stage. 
· If a new template is adopted in the future discussion, it should be then captured in the TR accordingly.
· To collect agreements on the rules of specifying band combinations in the first stage. 
· If there is any other new rules agreed in the future, it should be introduced later in the TR.
· To collect the agreed optimization rules for band combinations in the first stage. 
· If any changes to the existing rules having impacts on the basket WID, apply all the new changes in batch to RAN4 specifications in the meeting just before the end of Rel-17.

3	Conclusions
In this paper we share our views on the new SI of band combination handling and provide suggestions on the timetable for applying the simplification rules. Based on the discussion, we have the following proposal.
Proposal 1:	 It is recommended to introduce the following aspects in the TR with the timetable as follows.
· To capture the rules and guidance of current template for Rel-17 basket WIs in the first stage. 
· If a new template is adopted in the future discussion, it should be then captured in the TR accordingly.
· To collect agreements on the rules of specifying band combinations in the first stage. 
· If there is any other new rules agreed in the future, it should be introduced later in the TR.
· To collect the agreed optimization rules for band combinations in the first stage. 
· If any changes to the existing rules having impacts on the basket WID, apply all the new changes in batch to RAN4 specifications in the meeting just before the end of Rel-17.
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