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1	Introduction 
As a first step for enabling even higher frequency ranges for the NR radio system, 3GPP RAN was studying frequency bands above 52.6GHz and up to 114.25GHz [1], for which the corresponding TR 38.807 [2] captured global spectrum availability, regulatory requirements, and potential use cases. After RAN#86 meeting, a new SI was agreed that aims at studying more specific technical aspects on how the NR technology can be adopted to the 60GHz frequency range [3]. Referring to the corresponding SI description, the scope has been narrowed down to the operation between 52.6 GHz and 71 GHz.  Even though TR 38.807 was capturing the 60GHz regulatory status in different regions and countries, it was not updated after the corresponding SI was formally completed in December 2019. Since that time more regulatory decisions were made, outcome of which was captured during the RAN#91 meeting as an update to TR 38.807 [4]. 
In this discussion paper we present a short summary of the latest regulatory status based on the latest version of TR 38.807 and outline potential band plan for 52.6 to 71GHz frequency range.

2	60GHz regulatory status and band plan
As already mentioned in the Introduction part, the latest version of the TR 38.807 contains updates made during the RAN#91 plenary meeting.  As further summarised in Table 2-1 below, current regulatory status looks as follows: 
-	At the moment, all countries and regions focus on the unlicensed usage in the 57-71GHz frequency range (some Administrations might allocate blocks for the licensed operation, but 3GPP has to wait for the corresponding decisions).
-	Region 1 Europe/CEPT allocates the 57-71GHz range to the license-exempt usage. Other countries in Region 1 consider using only portion of that range. For instance, Saudi Arabia has announced recently that it plans to open 57-61GHz range for the license-exempt usage.
-	Region 2 US and Canada are generally aligned with EU/CEPT allowing license-exempt usage in the whole 57-71GHz range. Other countries in Region 2 consider only a portion of it.
-	In Region 3, Australia follows the same band plan as FCC and EU/CEPT. There are several countries in Region 3 that consider the whole range except the 66-71GHz block; and several countries have even smaller allocations.

As can be seen, there is a number of countries and regions, where the whole range of 57-71GHz is opened by local Administrations for the license-exempt usage. From that perspective 3GPP can consider introduction of a single band (for unlicensed usage) that will span the whole frequency range without any fragmentations. There are of course countries that at the moment consider only a sub-range of frequencies, but it can be easily supported with a larger band. The actual deployment will just limit the range of available frequencies according to local regulations.


Table 2-1: Licensing mode for various countries/regions between frequency 52.6GHz and 71GHz.
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Of course, as more regulatory decisions become available, RAN WG4 will take them into account and introduce, if needed, more bands. 
[bookmark: _Toc57301527][bookmark: _Toc57301544][bookmark: _Toc64884135][bookmark: _Toc68177220][bookmark: _Toc68185385][bookmark: _Toc68266766]Proposal:	Introduce a single (unlicensed) band covering the frequency range of 57-71GHz.

3	Conclusions
In this discussion paper we have presented a summary of the regulatory status of the 52-71GHz frequency range (based on information that 3GPP has been officially capturing in the corresponding TR 38.807). According to the presented information, there are countries/regions that have allocated 57-71GHz frequency range for the license-exempt operation, and thus 3GPP can consider a single band for that range.	
Proposal:	Introduce a single (unlicensed) band covering the frequency range of 57-71GHz.
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