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Introduction
The study item on supporting NR from 52.6 GHz to 71 GHz [1] was approved at RAN#86. Before that, 3GPP RAN studied requirements for NR beyond 52.6GHz up to 114.25GHz, potential use cases and deployment scenarios, and NR system design requirements and considerations on top of regulatory requirements [2]. 
This contribution discusses the reasonable antenna arrangements for beyond 52.6 GHz range taking into the output powers allowed in regulation. The arrangements include size of the array, number of elements, and the achievable gain, etc. Meanwhile, the comparison of the requirements needs from FR2 are addressed as well.
Discussion
Antenna arrangement
The overall dimensions of the antenna array effect most notably the achievable directivity of the antenna, but there are also consequences on efficiency and beamforming capability.
For aperture antennas, the antenna gain G and the physical aperture size Aphys have a dependence through the following equation:
,
where λ is the wavelength of the radiation and ηap is the aperture efficiency. The ηap depends on illumination of the antenna (e.g. tapering), polarization of the wave (polarization mismatch), antenna surface (mainly through phase distribution), and the efficiency of the antenna itself (power loss and impedance mismatch). In the two following figures, the achievable gain vs. size at several mm-wave frequencies is illustrated assuming a square aperture and a very optimistic 80% (-1 dB) aperture efficiency. If the aperture was an array constituting a similar current distribution as the corresponding continuous aperture, the achievable gains for given size would correspond as well. Assuming λ/2 spacing in the array, the numbers of elements per side for a given gain would correspond to the intersections of the solid and dotted lines in the figures. For example, a 16-element (4x4) array can achieve a gain of approximately 16 dB, while a 1024-element (32x32) array can achieve 34 dB of gain. A 20x20 mm2 area at 30 GHz can accommodate 4x4 elements, while at 120 GHz the same physical area can fit 16x16 elements.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
[bookmark: _Ref424288397]Figure 1. Achievable gain of a square aperture antenna of given dimension at frequencies 30 – 120 GHz. The intersections of the dotted and solid lines give numbers of elements and achievable gain in a λ/2-spaced array for given square side. 
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[bookmark: _Ref424288407]Figure 2. Achievable gain of a square aperture antenna of given dimension at frequencies 30 – 90 GHz. The intersections of the dotted and solid lines give numbers of elements and achievable gain in a λ/2-spaced array for given square side. The approximate half power beamwidths are given for some gain values.
In reality, an array does not constitute identical current distribution (and therefore the same radiation pattern) compared to a continuous aperture of same size. An array of microstrip patches, for example, could reach 3 dB higher directivity due to ground plane effect. In practice, losses and mutual coupling degrade the performance of any antenna array to some extent. 
The losses of the feeding and power distribution network affect the possible implementations of the antenna array. It is expected that the feeding network losses increase faster than the directivity as the number of elements increases. This means that the antenna gain cannot be infinitely improved by adding more elements. In the case of mm-wave frequencies, the losses of the feed network are even more critical than in cm wave frequencies. 
Radiated power considerations
The above section outlines the theoretical or more optimistic considerations of the square antenna array arrangement (MxM) for mmW frequencies. The actual implementation is expected to be different varies with deployment scenarios. For instance, the coverage needs for azimuth and elevation are different which results in different number of elements in row and column. Besides the antenna array arrangement, there are plenty other parameters need to be taken into account when calculating the radiated power, e.g. the PA maximum output power, the power backoff which depends on the modulation and coding selection, etc.
We assume that each antenna array element has its own power stage, and having 16x8 arrangement with 60% aperture coupling efficiency, then the EIRP can be obtained in the following table. The PA OP1dB is 16 dBm with a 9 dB backoff. With the current output power assumptions per antenna element, higher EIRP e.g. 59 dBm can be obtained by having more of elements (16x16). Correspondingly, the regulatory limit for unlicensed operation in some regions is 40 dBm EIRP, which is easily met using 4x8 array. 
It should be noted that the estimates are very conservative, given that the PA study presented in [6] states that saturated power for CMOS technology is between 22 and 23 dBm. Therefore, plenty of design margin for possible front-end losses have been included.
Table 1 Example of 16x8 antenna array at 70 GHz
	Frequency
	 
	70.0GHz

	System Gain & Coverage Analysis
	 
	 

	Total Conducted Power
	dBm
	28.0

	Tx Arrayed Antenna Gain
	dBi
	24.8

	EIRP per polarization
	dBm
	52.8

	Number of antenna polarizations
	 
	2

	Number of streams / polarizations
	 
	1

	Transmitter Array Information (per polarization)
	 
	 

	# elements in X
	 
	16

	# elements in Y
	 
	8

	Number of antenna elements
	 
	128

	Element spacing
	lamda
	0.5

	Array size, X dimension
	mm
	34.3

	Array size, Y dimension
	mm
	17.1

	Element directivity
	dB
	6.0

	Array factor
	dB
	21.0

	Antenna directive gain
	dB
	27.0

	Antenna coupling efficiency
	%
	60 %

	Antenna coupling efficiency
	dB
	-2.2

	Tx Arrayed Antenna Gain
	dB
	24.8

	Transmitter Power Amplifier Info (per polarization)
	 
	 

	PA OP1dB
	dBm
	16

	Backoff, i.e. modulated signal PAPR
	dB
	9.0

	Average power output per PA
	dBm
	7

	Power into each sub-array or antenna element
	dBm
	7

	Number of Tx sub-array PAs or antenna elements
	 
	128

	Multi element or sub-array power gain
	dB
	21

	Total Conducted Power
	dBm
	28.0



Observation 1: 40 dBm EIRP can be expected to be met with 4x8 array whereas 60 dBm EIRP requires an 16x16 array.
Observation 2: The antenna array sizes do not significantly differ from current FR2 operation and therefore also beamwidths are similar.
Proposal 1: Use the above array sizes as baseline for RAN4 evaluations, when needed.
Co-existence performance
One major part of the work in defining requirements for a new frequency range is to run co-existence simulations to find out what is the required ACLR and ACS performance required to guarantee co-existence between operators in the network. Co-existence study for 45 GHz and 70 GHz frequency range was already done as part of NR study item, and the parameters used in the study reflect the device characteristics sufficiently well. Therefore, we propose that no new co-existence simulation study is done, but instead the applicable ACLR and ACS performance for BS is extracted from co-existence study results documented in TR 38.803.
Observation 3: Co-existence study for this frequency range has already been documented in TR 38.803
Proposal 2: Extract the ACLR and ACS requirements from TR 38.803
Normally detailed antenna array modelling is required as part of defining requirements for a new frequency range as the antenna modelling is needed for the co-existence study. As no further co-existence study is needed, there is no immediate reason to start new work for improved antenna modelling.
Observation 4: As co-existence study is already done, justification is needed to start more detailed antenna modelling exercise
Specification impacts
When ACLR is agreed based on the results in TR 38.803, a slightly lower ACLR compared to lower FR2 operating bands is expected. As ACLR is modified it is reasonable to verify that related requirements, like operating band unwanted emissions and absolute ACLR work together with ACLR as intended, i.e. complementing each other. Naturally, regulatory requirements need to be taken into account when emission requirements are set. 
In addition to emission considerations, it would be useful to evaluate, and update if needed, the ON-OFF transient times. As subcarrier spacings get wider, transient time starts to eat into the usable symbol, which has negative performance impact. Therefore, transient times from current FR2 operating bands should not be automatically applied for operation above 52.6 GHz.
When core requirements are being specified RAN4 should consider what are reasonable measurement bandwidths to be used, especially considering that with wider subcarrier spacings a single resource block also gets wider in frequency. Therefore, using the traditional 1 MHz measurement bandwidth everywhere may not be optimal. Naturally, whenever regulatory requirements mandate a certain measurement bandwidth, it needs to be followed. For actual measurements it should be allowed to measure using lower resolution bandwidth and integrate the power up to the specified measurement bandwidth.  
Proposal 3: If ACLR value is adjusted compared to current FR2 operating bands, also other related emission requirements, like OBUE and absolute ACLR, should be re-evaluated and adjusted if there is a need. Regulatory requirements need to be respected.

Proposal 4: Evaluate if transient times can be improved.

Proposal 5: Using wider measurement bandwidths should be considered for NR operation above 52.6 GHz.

Finally, a text proposal to TR 38.808 has been compiled including the co-existence study, phase noise performance [4] and base station antenna array considerations.

Proposal 6: Agree the TP to 38.808 to reflect the antenna configurations, co-existence study status and phase noise performance.
Conclusion 
In this contribution BS RF aspects related to NR operation above 52.6 GHz were discussed. Following observation and proposals were made.
Observation 1: 40 dBm EIRP can be expected to be met with 4x8 array whereas 60 dBm EIRP requires an 16x16 array.
Observation 2: The antenna array sizes do not significantly differ from current FR2 operation and therefore also beamwidths are similar.
Observation 3: Co-existence study for this frequency range has already been documented in TR 38.803
Observation 4: As co-existence study is already done, justification is needed to start more detailed antenna modelling exercise.
Proposal 1: Use the above array sizes as baseline for RAN4 evaluations, when needed.
Proposal 2: Extract the ACLR and ACS requirements from TR 38.803
Proposal 3: If ACLR value is adjusted compared to current FR2 operating bands, also other related emission requirements, like OBUE and absolute ACLR, should be re-evaluated and adjusted if there is a need. Regulatory requirements need to be respected.

Proposal 4: Evaluate if transient times can be improved.

Proposal 5: Using wider measurement bandwidths should be considered for NR operation above 52.6 GHz.

Proposal 6: Agree the TP to 38.808 to reflect the antenna configurations, co-existence study status and phase noise performance.
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Editor’s Note: This section will be further categorized into sub-sections depending on discussions
4.2.1	Co-existence study
Co-existence study on NR operation at 45 GHz and 70 GHz frequencies was performed as part of NR study item and is documented in 3GPP TR 38.803 [4]. The co-existence study investigated adjacent channel co-existence in urban macro and indoor scenarios for both UL and DL. As the co-existence study assumptions are still applicable, no new co-existence study was performed. Instead, it was agreed to extract the required ACLR and ACS requirements for both UE and BS based on the earlier study.
4.2.2	Phase noise
Phase noise performance is one of the key RF characteristics for NR operation above 52.6 GHz, due to imperfections in the crystal oscillator being more pronounced than at lower operating frequencies. Phase noise performance was evaluated based on scientific publications and commercial component data [5] [6] [7]. The performance level was compared to the existing phase noise models in [4]. In addition, individual company proposals for applicable phase noise models were considered. 
It was observed that there is significant spread in the data, as some implementations are optimized for highest quality while consuming a lot of current, whereas other implementations are optimized for low current consumption but cannot achieve the same high level of performance. In the end, it was agreed that PHY-layer design shall be based on the UE and BS phase noise models in section 6.1.11 of TR 38.803. In addition, it was observed that those models may have too narrow loop bandwidth for operating above 52.6 GHz. Therefore updating the phase noise models can be further considered when performance requirements are being defined. Examples of component data, proposed phase noise models and phase noise models from [4] are presented in Figure 4.2.2-1
[image: ]
Figure 4.2.2-1 Examples of phase noise performance and agreed model for PHY-layer studies
It was also considered which level of detail of the RF architecture is considered. The actual LO-architecture of an antenna array can vary ranging from a single LO driving the whole antenna array up to small sub-arrays each having their own LO. When multiple LOs are considered, the phase noise output of those can have a varying degree of correlation. Accurate modelling of those details does not achieve a meaningful improvement comparing to evaluating the composite performance of an array, independent of how the actual array is implemented. Overall, the LO-structure is on implementation specific aspect, and does not need to be considered in the standard. 
4.2.3	NR BS aspects
4.2.3.2	BS antenna arrays
Antenna array configurations were evaluated with respect to target output power. It is assumed that each antenna array element has its own power stage and antenna elements have 60% aperture coupling efficiency. The EIRP can be calculated as shown in Table 4.2.3.2-1. While the example in table 4.2.3.2-1 is provided for 16x8 element array, the same principle can be used to evaluate the array sizes required to reach 40 dBm and 60 dBm EIRP, which we set for targets for system evaluations according to Annex A.2 The result is that reaching 40 dBm EIRP requires an 4x8 element array whereas 60 dBm EIRP requires 16x16 element array.
It should be noted that the estimates are very conservative, given that the power amplifier study [8] outlines the saturated power for CMOS technology between 22 and 23 dBm for 52.6 – 71 GHz frequency range. Therefore, plenty of design margin for possible front-end losses have been included.
Table 4.2.3.2-1: Example of 16x8 antenna array at 70 GHz
	Frequency
	 
	70.0GHz

	System Gain & Coverage Analysis
	 
	 

	Total Conducted Power
	dBm
	28.0

	Tx Arrayed Antenna Gain
	dBi
	24.8

	EIRP per polarization
	dBm
	52.8

	Number of antenna polarizations
	 
	2

	Number of streams / polarizations
	 
	1

	Transmitter Array Information (per polarization)
	 
	 

	# elements in X
	 
	16

	# elements in Y
	 
	8

	Number of antenna elements
	 
	128

	Element spacing
	lamda
	0.5

	Array size, X dimension
	mm
	34.3

	Array size, Y dimension
	mm
	17.1

	Element directivity
	dB
	6.0

	Array factor
	dB
	21.0

	Antenna directive gain
	dB
	27.0

	Antenna coupling efficiency
	%
	60 %

	Antenna coupling efficiency
	dB
	-2.2

	Tx Arrayed Antenna Gain
	dB
	24.8

	Transmitter Power Amplifier Info (per polarization)
	 
	 

	PA OP1dB
	dBm
	16

	Backoff, i.e. modulated signal PAPR
	dB
	9.0

	Average power output per PA
	dBm
	7

	Power into each sub-array or antenna element
	dBm
	7

	Number of Tx sub-array PAs or antenna elements
	 
	128

	Multi element or sub-array power gain
	dB
	21

	Total Conducted Power
	dBm
	28.0



The array sizes are similar to FR2 array in 24.25 – 52.6 GHz frequency range, and therefore also the beamwidths are similar. Therefore no need was found to start further studies on antenna array modelling and or other antenna evaluations.
[bookmark: _Toc41298317]5	Study of channel access mechanism for 60 GHz
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