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1. Introduction
In RAN4#94bis-e, a WF was agreed on supporting new channel bandwidth added to existing operating bands in a manner of release independence from Rel-15 [1]. One issue was identified for new channel bandwidths added to existing operating bands introduced in Rel-15. This is mainly due to the blank in the table from operating bands in TS 38.307 v15.5.0. Another issue is more generic. In TS 38.307 (Rel-15 or Rel-16), there is no information on whether the release independent items are supported optionally or mandatorily, so several options were discussed:
· Option 1: Capture optionality of release independence support in TS 38.307
· Option 1a: add a new column in each table indicating optionality
· Option 1b: add a sentence indicating a default optionality in Section 4, and if there is an exception, add a note in the corresponding table
· Option 1c: other option not precluded
· Option 2: Do not capture optionality in TS 38.307
We think that duplicate Annex tables in TS 38.307 v16.2.0 to TS 38.307 v15.5.0 would be a simple solution, and optionality should be captured.
2. Discussion
As discussed in the previous e-meeting, claiming support of a new channel bandwidth added to an existing operating bands in a manner of release independence from Rel-15 may lead to no requirements [2]:
Table 5.1-1 (TS 38.307 v15.5.0) : NR operating bands
	Feature
	Duplex-mode
	Release
independent from
	Requirements to be fulfilled
(see TS 38.307 of the release in which the band was introduced)

	Operating bands
	FDD, TDD, SDL, SUL
	Rel-15
	



While in TS 38.307 v16.2.0, the same table contains detailed requirements to be fulfilled as below [3]: 
Table 5.1-1 (TS 38.307 v16.2.0): NR operating bands
	Feature
	Duplex-mode
	Release
independent from
	Requirements to be fulfilled
[bookmark: _GoBack](see TS 38.307 of the release in which the band was introduced)

	Operating bands
	FDD, TDD, SDL, SUL
	Rel-15
	Table B.4.1-1, Table B.4.3-1



Note that “an existing operating band” means a band introduced in Rel-15. These bands introduced in Rel-16 does not have this issue. A simple way is to fill in the blank content in the table in TS 38.307 v15.5.0 the same as that in TS 38.307 v16.2.0. In particular, for TS 38.307 Rel-15, duplicate Annex Table B.4.1-1 and Table B.4.3-1 of TS 38.307 Rel-16, and update the pointers in the fourth column of Table 5.1-1 for FR1, Table 6.1-1 for FR2.
Proposal 1: Fill in the blank content in the NR operating bands table in TS 38.307 Rel-15 the same as that in TS 38.307 Rel-16. 
For the second issue on optionality of the support, actually up to now most of features claimed to be release independence support are mandatory. But an optional feature with release independence support is not precluded. So the simplest way might be Option 1b, which a default mandatory support is assumed, with exceptions allowed by a note on demand.
Proposal 2 : Take Option 1c for capturing optionality of release independence support where a default mandatory support is assumed with exceptions allowed by a note on demand.
3. Conclusion
In this paper, we have the following proposals for support of release independence from Rel-15:
Proposal 1: Fill in the blank content in the NR operating bands table in TS 38.307 Rel-15 the same as that in TS 38.307 Rel-16.
Proposal 2 : Take Option 1c for capturing optionality of release independence support where a default mandatory support is assumed with exceptions allowed by a note on demand.
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