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1. Introduction
In RAN4#94bis-e, a WF was agreed on introducing NE-DC band combinations into Rel-17 specs [1]. Technically there is no open issue, but the main focus is related to the procedure aspect. 
In this contribution, the two open issues are discussed and options are recommended accordingly.
2. Discussion
[image: ]
Fig. 1 WF on introducing NE-DC band combinations
As discussed in the previous meeting, one of the main targets is to share the workload between EN-DC and NE-DC as much as possible, both technically and from the procedure aspect. Accordingly the proposed way forward is shown in Fig. 1.
For these band combinations with EN-DC configuration which can be captured in a Rel-16 basket WI, the first thing to do is to extend the scope of the basket WI to cover both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations, then check whether or not the corresponding EN-DC is specified in Rel-16. If already specified, then the NE-DC configuration needs to be requested, and can be captured into specs directly with one draft CR, and no TP is required. But one issue is that if both EN-DC and NE-DC are requested, however not completed in Rel-16, then there are two options to complete the works:
· Option1: RAN4 shall complete the EN-DC first based on basket WI approach, i.e., complete specific requirements in the form of TP (i.e., ΔTIB,c, ΔRIB,c, UE co-existence and MSD), NE-DC can be directly introduced into the specs by draft CRs without TP to TR.
· Option2: RAN4 could complete both EN-DC and NE-DC combinations at the same time by one TP to TR including both EN-DC and NE-DC combinations; The TP’s format depends on the TR’s template.
Obviously, our target is to share the workload of EN-DC and NE-DC as much as possible. Since both configurations are requested, then it is better to complete them at the same time.
Proposal 1: If a band combination with both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations are requested in an basket WI extended from an existing Rel-16 basket WI, but not specified in Rel-16, then complete both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations at the same time (Option 2).
For a new basket WI created in Rel-17, if both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations are requested at the same time, then similarly it is better to complete both at the same time.
Proposal 2: If a band combination with both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations are requested in a basket WI created in Rel-17, then complete both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations at the same time (Option 2).
3. Conclusion
In this paper, we have the following proposals for introducing NE-DC band combinations into specs: 
Proposal 1: If a band combination with both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations are requested in an basket WI extended from an existing Rel-16 basket WI, but not specified in Rel-16, then complete both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations at the same time (Option 2).
Proposal 2: If a band combination with both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations are requested in a basket WI created in Rel-17, then complete both EN-DC and NE-DC configurations at the same time (Option 2).
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