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1. Overall Description:
RAN4 would like to thank RAN2 for their Reply LS on handling of fallbacks for combined contiguous and non-contiguous CA or DC configurations in FR2.
Concerning the high level concept described in the Reply LS, RAN4 agrees this concept can enable the requested handling of fallbacks for combined contiguous and non-contiguous CA or MR-DC band combinations.
RAN4 has discussed the questions raised in the RAN2 LS and can provide the following answers:
Q1: From RAN4 point of view, what is the criteria to consider a band combination “exceptional”? How will those “exceptional” band combination(s) be captured in the RAN4 specifications?
A1: RAN4 asked for not mandating all fallbacks generally for all band combinations including a combination of contiguous and non-contiguous FR2 CA or MR-DC, as especially these band combinations result in a huge amount of fallback combination permutations. Out of this class of combinations the UE can choose which combinations to support with fallbacks and which combinations to support with just falling back to a single carrier. The UE would signal the combinations for which it supports all fallbacks in the usual container and the specific band combinations where it doesn’t support the fallbacks in the new container “supportedBandCombinationList-FR2CAFallbackException” proposed by RAN2. There is no plan to introduce an additional list of “exceptional” combinations in 38.101-2 or 38.101-3, as all FR2 combinations with combined contiguous and non-contiguous intra-band CA/MR-DC are allowed to directly fall back to a single carrier.
Q2: Does RAN4 foresee a normal (i.e. non “exceptional”) band combination to become an “exceptional” band combination band combination in the future, or vice versa?
A2: There is no plan to separately list “exceptional” or non-“exceptional” band combinations in 38.101-2 or 38.101-3, but to define the “exceptional” combinations as a specific class of combinations like a combination of intra-band contiguous and non-contiguous FR2 CA/MR-DC band combinations. There is no plan to add this feature to other existing classes of band combinations. This does not preclude that for future classes of combinations RAN4 might consider to introduce this feature, too.


2. Actions:
ACTION: 	RAN4 respectfully asks RAN2 to take the above information into account. 


3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG4 Meetings:
3GPP RAN4#96-e	TBD   
3GPP RAN4#96bis	TBD   

