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1   Background
During RAN4#94-e-Bis meeting, as per the approved WF [1], RAN4 reached the following agreements for the release independence aspects for performance requirements to be introduced under NR performance requirement enhancement WI:
	· Release independence
· PMI reporting requirements for Rel-15 type II codebook
· Option 1: Release independent from Rel-15
· Option 2: Not release independent from Rel-15
· CA CQI reporting requirements
· Delay the discussion after RAN4 decides the specific test scopes for CA CQI reporting requirements
· For all topics under NR performance requirement enhancement WI
· Whether requirements applicability needs to be defined
· Option 1: In general, Rel-15 UEs are already expected to support the respective features but the performance may not be guaranteed. In case the requirements are defined from Rel-15 it is important to ensure a mechanism that only UEs compliant with the newly defined conformance requirements can indicate the respective capabilities. In case the requirements are defined from Rel-16, additional features/capabilities shall be introduced to inform gNB that UE can fulfill the respective requirements.

· Option 2: Define test applicability rule if needed, no additional features/capabilities needs to be defined


In this contribution, we share our views on those left open items.

2   Discussion

2.1   PMI reporting test for Rel-15 type II codebook
Based on the current discussion about Rel-15 type II codebook testing, all are related to the release 15 core specification, from this point of view, it is feasible to make it release independent from release 15 type II codebook testing to UE that supports it.
Proposal 1: PMI reporting test for Rel-15 type II codebook can be release independent from Release 15.
2.2   Requirement applicability
During RAN4 NR Release 16 feature list discussion, company raised the discussion on requirements applicability as proposed in Option 1: In general, Rel-15 UEs are already expected to support the respective features but the performance may not be guaranteed. In case the requirements are defined from Rel-15 it is important to ensure a mechanism that only UEs compliant with the newly defined conformance requirements can indicate the respective capabilities. In case the requirements are defined from Rel-16, additional features/capabilities shall be introduced to inform gNB that UE can fulfill the respective requirements. We share the concern that Rel-15 UEs that are already expected to support the respective features but the performance may not be guaranteed, but this is one of the motivations that RAN4 defines the RF, RRM and demodulation related requirements that UE should meet, RAN5 develops the corresponding test cases to ensure all UE are verified in the same test environments for the defined performance requirements and conformance testing, GCF/PTCRB initiates the related UE certification that can be recognized in the world, we think that all those organizations and actions are used to guarantee that UE should fulfil the corresponding performance if UE declares to support certain features, otherwise UE cannot pass the certification for market, i.e. there is a set of mature industrial chain to guarantee that UE supporting a certain feature should pass the corresponding performance requirements; For features introduced from Rel-16, UE may not support all defined by 3GPP, then 3GPP discusses to define certain UE capability signalling to allow UE to report supporting a feature or not, at the same time, if need, with introduction of test applicability rule in RAN4, UE can declare to test the corresponding requirements or not, then the same mechanism as stated for Rel-15 above can be followed to judge if UE can fulfil the respective requirements or not, it is not necessary to introduce additional features/capabilities to inform gNB that UE can fulfil the respective requirements.
Proposal 2: 
· Rel-15 UE: there is a mature mechanism to ensure that only UEs compliant with related conformance requirements can indicate supporting the respective capabilities
· Rel-16 UE: if needed, UE capability and test applicability rule can be introduced to indicate support a feature or not, but no additional features/capabilities shall be introduced to inform gNB that UE can fulfil the respective requirements.
3   Proposals
In this contribution, we share our views on the release independence aspects for UE performance requirements defined under NR performance requirement enhancement WI and the necessity to introduce requirements capability, and our proposals are:
Proposal 1: PMI reporting test for Rel-15 type II codebook can be release independent from Release 15.
Proposal 2: 
· Rel-15 UE: there is a mature mechanism to ensure that only UEs compliant with related conformance requirements can indicate supporting the respective capabilities
· Rel-16 UE: if needed, UE capability and test applicability rule can be introduced to indicate support a feature or not, but no additional features/capabilities shall be introduced to inform gNB that UE can fulfil the respective requirements.
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