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1	Introduction 
The Rel-16 work item on FR2 RF enhancements contains the following study objective [1]:
This work item will also study if FR2 UE spherical coverage requirements for PC3 for >20%-tile can be defined

During the RAN4 #93 meeting a way forward captured potential alternatives related to this objective [2]:

	WF
-	Companies are encouraged to provide their feasibility studies in RAN4#94 for handheld UE
-	Possible enhancement 1: add a different %-tile for EIRP spherical coverage value, i.e., 11.5dBm for n257, n261, n258, and 8dBm for n260 or other lower EIRP spherical coverage value
-	Possible enhancement 2: increase current 50%-tile EIRP spherical coverage value by Y dB
-	Bands for feasible studies can be prioritized as n257, n261, n260, n258
* If needed, provide parameters related to UE form factor assumption to achieve enhancement of spherical coverage requirement
-	RAN4#94  should decides to take the below options:
-	Alt1: Enhance spherical coverage requirements
-	Option1: Enhance %-tile for EIRP spherical coverage value[2][3][5]
-	Option2: Enhance dBm value for 50%-tile of EIRP spherical coverage value[6]
-	Alt2: Introduce the new power class for handheld UE[4]
-	Other options are not precluded 
-	Evaluation of feasible studies will be captured in TR 38.831 in RAN4#94.



This contribution shares our views on the topic.
2	Discussion 
Considering Alt1 in the way forward, we observe that the impact of this proposal is to make an FR2 power class requirement release-dependent.  In our understanding, there is no precedent in 3GPP for a power class requirement changing values from one release to another.  Quite the opposite, power class requirements have traditionally remained release-independent.  Even if only spherical coverage values or percentiles are enhanced, this still translates to a new design requirement for the UE. 
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In our general understanding, Alt2 is the only way to introduce a power class with enhanced spherical coverage requirements. In our understanding, this is 3GPP “business as usual” and should be discussed based on consensus among companies at the RAN Plenary level. Our view is that such an effort should be well motivated by the industry, and we generally don’t see a strong need to introduce another power class for handheld FR2 UEs at this time.
3	Conclusions
This contribution has shared our views on the outlook for PC3 spherical coverage requirements in Rel-16 and beyond and made the following proposal:

Proposal 1:	Any change to the %-tile value or dBm value of the EIRP spherical coverage requirement for an already defined Rel-15 power class in any subsequent release violates the assumption on power class release independence and shall be precluded.
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