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1. Introduction
More and more requests for adding new channel bandwidth to existing operating bands are proposed in 3GPP and usually claims to enable optional UE support the added new channel bandwidth in a release independent manner are proposed at the same time. But the release independence support of new channel bandwidth for existing operating bands are not covered in the current version TS 38.307 [1]. In this contribution, we discuss and propose how to address this issue.  
2. Discussion
In the early stage of 5G NR, operators might have not clear enough on the acquisition of potential spectrum for deploying 5G systems. New operating bands are foreseeable, thus additional operating bands serves part of contents/targets in TR 38.307 [1]. But after years, it is quite common that an operator may have a possibility of acquiring wider frequency block in their currently hold bands in different ways, so there are more and more requests to add wider or new channel bandwidth to the existing operating bands, e.g., n1, n3, n28 [2][3][4][5].
Almost all of these requests claim an objective to enable optional UE support the proposed channel bandwidth in a release independent manner, as seen below table texts excerpted from the corresponding WID:
	Addition of wider channel bandwidth in NR band n1 [2]
	· Enable optional UE support of the above wider channel bandwidth in Rel-15 in a release independent manner.

	Addition of wider channel bandwidth in NR band n1 [3]
	· Enable optional UE support of the proposed bandwidth in a release independent manner

	Addition of wider channel BW in NR band n3 [4]
	· Enable optional UE support of the above wider channel bandwidth in Rel-15 in a release independent manner.

	Addition of wider channel BWs in NR band n28 [5]
	· Investigate whether it is possible and, if possible, enable UE support of 30MHz channel bandwidth in Rel-15 in a release independent manner [RAN2]


While in the current version of TR 38.307, only additional operating bands are reserved for release independence. How to support new channel bandwidth for the existing operating bands is still not clear. 
Observation: RAN4 does not clear define how to support new channel bandwidth added to the existing operating bands in a release independent manner.
One simple way to cover this is to revise the items on NR operating bands specified in sub-section 5.1 and 6.1 in TS 38.307 for FR1 and FR2 respectively. And one row for new channel bandwidth can be added in the corresponding tables. The proposed changes are shown in our companion paper [6].
Proposal: RAN4 revise the items on additional NR operating bands specified in TS 38.307 to support new channel bandwidth to existing NR operating bands in a release independent manner.
3. Conclusion
In this paper, we have the following observation and proposal for supporting new channel bandwidth added to existing operating bands in a release independent manner:

Observation: RAN4 does not clear define how to support new channel bandwidth added to the existing operating bands in a release independent manner.

Proposal: RAN4 revise the items on additional NR operating bands specified in TS 38.307 to support new channel bandwidth to existing NR operating bands in a release independent manner.
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