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1 Introduction
During last RAN4#92bis meeting, a Way Forward [1] was agreed detailing the scope and way of working of the new basket WI adding legacy channel bandwidth to existing NR bands. 

From that WF, one issue was left open for further discussion. This contribution is addressing this issue.
2 Discussion 
Based on the agreed way forward [1], the submitted draft WI [2] is describing the scope and detailing the way of working of the new basket Work Item related to the addition of legacy channel bandwidth in NR legacy bands. 
Still, according to this way forward ([1]), one open item shall be clarified. This item is related to the mandatory/optional UE support of the added channel bandwidth(s) for the release in which the CBW(s) will be added.

[image: image1.png]Release independant - Support

* Addition of channel BW is release independant:
— Support is FFS for the Release of introduction.
* To be clarified in RAN4#93.

¢ FFS if the request for additional channel BW is coming
very late (2 meetings before the current Release
deadline).

— Support is optional for earlier releases.
— Support is mandatory for the following releases.




There were different views on this topic in last meeting. 
We were initially proposing to make this support mandatory for the UE from the Release it’s introduced. This would make sense because as long as the specifications are not stabilized, one could expect new requirement(s) could be introduced in the specifications.

But we also understand that, if the request is coming late, just before the Release is finalized and approved, it might be challenging for UE vendors to add this late support.
Considering both views, as a compromise, we would make the following proposal:

Proposal: When a new channel BW(s) is(are) introduced from a certain Release n, UE support shall be:

· Mandatory if the corresponding request came 1 meeting before the Functional freeze of this Release n (~4 months before the end of the Release).

· Optional otherwise.
3 Conclusion
In this contribution, we addressed the last open item related to the new basket WI on adding support for new channel bandwidth in existing NR bands, and we made following proposal:

Proposal: When a new channel BW(s) is(are) introduced from a certain Release n, UE support shall be:

· Mandatory if the corresponding request came 1 meeting before the Functional freeze of this Release n (~4 months before the end of the Release).

· Optional otherwise.
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