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1	Introduction
3GPP approved the initial release of the release independent specification for NR UE in Release 16 [1], and this specification contains the clause corresponds to UE demodulation requirements. In this contribution, we initiate the discussion of the release independent UE demodulation requirements.  
2	Release independent features
According to [1], release independent features are defined as follows:
	release independent: applicable to some frozen releases, starting from a certain release Rel-M
NOTE 1:	Normally, a feature is introduced only in the latest open release Rel-N and future releases are based on the previous one so that future releases inherit the requirements of this feature. Introducing a feature "in a release independent way from Rel-M onwards" (M<N) means it was decided by TSG RAN that this feature would be also beneficial in previous, already frozen releases starting with Rel-M until Rel-(N-1). In order to avoid touching TS 38.101 [2-5] or TS 38.133 [6] of these frozen releases, the corresponding requirements are captured in TS 38.307 via pointers to [2-5] or [6] of the release in which the feature was introduced.
NOTE 2:	Release independent does not mean applicable to all releases.



It also specifies that:
	TSG-RAN has agreed for certain features (see the following clauses) to introduce them in a "release independent way".
This means for each feature:
-	it is "introduced" in a release N, i.e. TS 38.101 [2-5] and TS 38.133 [6] of release N define certain UE requirements for this feature; the feature is indicated in the tables of the following clauses;
-	it is "release independent" starting from a release M (M<N); M for the given feature is provided in the tables of the following clauses;
-	UEs supporting this feature have to fulfil additional requirements in release M or higher which are specified in one or more Annexes of TS 38.307 of release N; the applicable Annexes for a given feature are provided in the tables of the following clauses.
The applicable UE Categories are specified in TS 38.306 [7] according to the release to which the UE conforms.



Figure 1 illustrates an example of release independent features. 
Suppose the open release N introduces a new UE demodulation requirement X as a part of work item in RAN4. If 3GPP agrees that the requirement X is release independent from release M (M<N), then 3GPP introduces the information in TS 38.307 of Release N: 
· feature name
· release independent from, and 
· corresponding sections in TS38.101-4
Note for LTE, 3GPP has applied the release independent features for CA (from Rel-10), 4Rx UE (from Rel-10), 8Rx UE (from Rel-13), and High speed UE (from Rel-13).


[bookmark: _Ref23167118]Figure 1	Example of release independent feature of ‘Requirement X’ from Release M.
 
3	Way forward
In Rel-16, 3GPP approved several UE performance improvement work items [2][3] that are based on Rel-15 core specification, such as NR CA, PMI test with 16/32 Tx ports, LTE-NR co-existence and high speed train scenario. We think these features are the candidate of release independent features from Rel-15. 
Observation: The following UE demodulation and CSI reporting requirements are the candidate of release independent features from Release 15:
· UE demodulation and CSI reporting test for NR CA
· PMI reporting test with Tx ports more than 8
· LTE-NR co-existence scenario
· High speed train
Based on the observation, we propose to discuss which requirements are specified as the release independent from release 15 onwards.
Proposal: RAN4 discuss what NR UE demodulation and CSI reporting requirements are release independent from Release 15 onward. 
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