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1	Introduction
A work item on 256QAM DL support for frequency range 2 was agreed in [1]. The work was started in RAN4#91 where concerns on feasibility of testing the feature were raised and minuted in chairmen notes. In this contribution we provide our views on how to proceed with the testability aspects. 
2	Discussion
The work on FR2 DL 256QAM aims at enhancing the network throughput especially for scenarios with very high data rate demand and for UEs in favourable channel conditions. Being able to serve these UEs in less time also frees resources and therefore enhances also the overall network capacity.
Work item objectives in [1] include two phases, first a feasibility and performance benefit study to confirm that FR2 DL 256QAM provides gains over 64QAM and then the actual setting of requirements. During the discussions in RAN4#91 there were comments from companies on expanding the feasibility phase to cover also feasibility of conformance testing. Following RAN4#91, in RAN#84 the work item description was not updated to explicitly cover also testability aspect.  
It is a known issue that testability of some UE features is challenging in FR2. For example, it is reported in [2] that some test cases requiring high DL power levels would require up to 34 dB relaxation to be tested. It seems obvious that such a test case would not anymore stress the system in a way the core requirement has intended. Still, core requirements have been specified also for the requirements were testing is challenging. 
Observation 1: Many FR2 core requirements have testability issues, which have not prevented specifying core requirements.
Even though a core requirement could not be completely verified it serves a fundamentally important function and provides a design guideline on what kind of performance is expected from the device so that it can function in the field as intended. Without such information, there is a high risk of bringing devices in the field which have non-satisfactory radio performance, which in the end results in disappointing user experience.
Observation 2: Core requirement serves a purpose even if it cannot be always verified.
The current status on FR2 testability has been observed also in RAN plenary, and in RAN#84 there was discussion on a work item on enhancing the test methods for FR2. Therefore, there are clear intentions to address the limitations of current test methods. However, the work item has not been approved at RAN#84. 
While testability of the features, including FR2 DL 256QAM, is important and shall be worked on, it is still unclear under which work/study item it will be discussed and concluded. As the testability concerns are not limited to FR2 DL 256QAM, there could be benefits to combine all testability aspects together, as they may have also common solutions. In the end, organizing this work is responsibility of RAN plenary. 
Proposal 1: Organizing the work on testability enhancements, including FR2 DL 256QAM, shall be discussed in RAN.
When it comes to specifically FR2 DL 256QAM, possible difficulties in testing should not prevent specifying core requirements and these two important aspects should be effectively de-coupled from each other.
Proposal 2: Outcome of feasibility of testability of FR2 DL 256QAM shall not impact the decision of introduction of core requirements.
3	Conclusion
In this contribution testability aspects of FR2 DL 256QAM was discussed and the following observations and proposals were made:
Observation 1: Many FR2 core requirements have testability issues, which have not prevented specifying core requirements.
Observation 2: Core requirement serves a purpose even if it cannot be always verified.
Proposal 1: Organizing the work on testability enhancements, including FR2 DL 256QAM, shall be discussed in RAN.
Proposal 2: Outcome of feasibility of testability of FR2 DL 256QAM shall not impact the decision of introduction of core requirements.
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