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1 Introduction

During initial discussions on the 7-24GHz range, there has been consideration on the concepts of “extending FR1/FR2” and “creating a new FR”. What is not clear from these discussions is whether the implications of “extending” a frequency range is understood to be the same from the point of view of all stakeholders. This paper aims to capture a view of what is understood to be encapsulated in the definition of a “frequency range” and what may be understood as the implications of extending a frequency range or creating a new one.
2 Discussion

At the start of the NR Study Item, it was clear that NR would encapsulate two types of system; one operating in existing E-UTRA bands or at similar frequencies, and a new kind of technology operating within the so-called “mm wave” frequency range, which is an order of magnitude greater than the frequency range addressed by E-UTRA. In a RAN4 context, there is a very substantial difference between the technology characteristics and system behaviors for these two types of spectrum, and so it was useful to split evaluation of the two. To facilitate discussions, RAN4 introduced the terms “FR1” to refer to frequencies similar to E-UTRA bands and “FR2” to refer to the new mm wave spectrum. Initially, the intention was only to provide a simple name to the two types of spectrum, but as a natural consequence, since the approach to defining RAN4 requirements differs between the two, the terms “FR1” and “FR2” evolved to refer to approaches for setting requirements, in some cases, applicable requirement values and testing approaches. 

Within RAN4, the understanding of what is meant with FR1 and FR2 differs between the basestation RF specifications, the UE RF specifications and the RRM specifications. Furthermore, RAN1 and RAN2 have also used the terms FR1 and FR2 to refer to signaling concepts and types of UE and network behavior.
Due to these differences, it is not clear that simply stating that a frequency range has been expanded (or a new frequency range created) is well understood in terms of its implications to all stakeholders. We provide below our understanding of what is implied by the term FR.

RAN4 interpretation of FR1, FR2

RAN4 general

The FR categorization has some impact on general system parameters in RAN4; for example, the set of bandwidths and sub-carrier spacings that can be applicable. The specific BW and SCS are specified on a band specific basis but must be a subset of the BS/SCS defined for the applicable frequency range.
BS RF specifications

In the BS RF specifications, apart from the frequencies of bands, the term frequency range encompasses aspects of requirement concept and design, requirement applicability, requirement levels and test methodologies.

Requirement concept and design differs for the TDD OFF power requirement, where a co-location type requirement is applicable for all FR1 bands and a TRP/EIRP requirement for FR2 bands. Importantly, the concept for receiver requirements differs substantially. For all FR1 bands, RX requirements are based on base conducted values that are scaled with a virtual gain. For FR2 bands, the reference level is declared within a specific range, and other interferer levels are tied to the declared value. There are a number of other smaller differences in concept between FR (e.g. which modulation orders may have power backoff for EVM)

The largest example of applicability difference is that for all FR1 bands, co-location requirements are applicable, whereas for FR2 bands, there are no co-location requirements. Apart from this, there are several other requirements that are applicable for FR1 bands only. Also, the applicable set of performance requirements differ depending on whether the band is an FR1 or FR2 band.

In some cases, requirement levels are generally applicable for any band in a frequency range. An example of this is ACLR, which is 45dB for all (licensed) FR1 bands. Similarly, OBUE masks, blocking levels etc. are all FR and not band specific. In some other cases, band specific requirements are defined.
In terms of testing, all bands in FR1 may be declared to comply with conducted, hybrid or OTA requirements, whereas for FR2 bands, only OTA requirements are applicable.
UE RF specifications
Similarly to the BS specifications, the testing method differs for the UE specs (conducted vs radiated) and requirement concepts and generic levels differ. It needs to be clear whether “extend and FR” implies that all requirement concepts, levels etc. are taken or not.
RRM specifications

The main difference in RRM specification between FR1 and FR2 UEs is that FR1 UEs are not assumed to perform RX beam sweeping, whereas RX beam sweeping is necessary for FR2 handover which leads to longer delays in requirements (larger multipliers for SMTC periodicity). In addition, the UE cannot simultaneously perform analogue beamforming towards the serving cell and RX beam sweeping so there are various scheduling restrictions specified in 38.133 for FR2 operations to allow the UE to beamsweep.
Thus, there is a need to consider both whether beamsweeping is required, and how likely it is that the restriction is needed.

There are also differences in other aspects of RRM requirements such as UE measurement capabilities (eg minimum number of SSB that the UE shall be capable of measuring), however these are more a consequence of different parameterization of the physical layer (up to L=64 TX beams are possible in FR2) rather than fundamentally different operations and requirements.

Hence, when considering a frequency band in the range 7-24GHz the fundamental questions which need to be answered from an RRM perspective are whether RX beam sweeping is used, and if so how does it differ from the existing RX beam sweeping operation assumed for FR2? At what frequency is it feasible to operate a UE without RX beam sweeping? The answers to these questions would determine the extent to which existing FR1 or FR2 requirements could be reused in the 7-24GHz range, and how the existing requirements could be modified to make them applicable to bands in 7-24GHz range. RAN2 specifications

RAN2 specifications

As explained in other sections of this document, FR1 and FR2 differ in terms of requirements and functionality. Based on input from RAN1 and RAN4, RAN2 distinguishes "FR1" and "FR2" both in the (interpretation of) UE capability signaling as well as in the (interpretation of) DL configuration messages. The terms "FR1"/"FR2" are mentioned 106/81 times in 38.331 (RRC) and 93/95 times in 38.306 (UE Capabilities). If the 7-24GHz range would be introduced as a new FR3, all those (and possibly more) occasions would need to be updated. In some it may just be and textual amendment ("in FR1 and FR3") but in other cases it will require new fields or entire branches in RRC signaling. If most properties of the new frequency range differ from FR1 and FR2 or if some are like in FR1 and others like in FR2, a new term may anyway be preferable. In case of the latter, RAN2 will have to discuss and incorporate many changes. Planning of work items should account for that. 
However, if the new frequency range would inherit most of its properties from either FR1 or FR2, it would be preferably from signaling point of view to reuse those existing terms (and hence the signaling structure). This would minimize the changes to the RAN2 specifications and hence the work-load and possibly also the time to market. 
RAN1 specifications
The RAN1 specifications differentiate FR1 and FR2 in the following aspects:

38.211: FR1/FR2: 7/6 occurrences. Random access configuration depends on FR1/FR2. Transition times RX(TX and TX(RX depend on FR1/FR2. offsetToPointA unit depends on FR1/FR2.

38.212: FR1/FR2: 0/0 occurrences
38.213: FR1/FR2: 38/23 occurrences. SSB pattern and cell search depend on FR1/FR2. Power control aspects for dual connectivity depend on FR1/FR2. BWP switching in RA procedure depends on FR1/FR2. Actions related to bwp-InactivityTimer in BWP switching depend on FR1/FR2. Type0-PDCCH monitoring behavior depends on FR1/FR2.
38.214: FR1/FR2: 9/8 occurrences. Different behavior w.r.t. overlapping reception of unicast PDSCH and SI-PDSCH. FR2 supports TRS in single slot. PT-RS support is different w.r.t. FR1/FR2. PDSCH and PUSCH processing capability 2 is only defined for FR1. FR1 supports almost contiguous allocation for UL CP- OFDM while FR2 does not.
An important question in a new range of frequencies is whether all of the impacted RAN1 procedures are the same as for FR1 or FR2, or whether it is the case that some procedures are like one of the FRs and other procedures are more like the other FR, or different to either FR. If the latter is the case (i.e. not all procedures can be inherited from an FR), then a new FR seems needed, whereas if the latter is the case then from a RAN1 perspective the FR could be extended.
3 Conclusion

This document has presented a brief overview of the impacts of the classification of bands into frequency ranges for the different RAN4 specifications as well as the RAN1 and RAN2 specifications. What is clear is that the term FR refers to much more than just a range of frequencies; it refers to collections of behaviours, signaling principles, approaches to developing requirements, generic limits and UE behaviours. If all of these different factors are the same for some or all of the 7-24GHz range, then an FR can be “extended”. However, if it is the case that some of the factors, but not all are similar then there is a need to consider carefully what “extending” an FR means. “Extending” FR1 but needing to create an FR1a in some specs would cause as much effort as creating a new FR in the impacted groups.
Answering these issues necessitates input from RAN1 and RAN2, which is beyond the scope of the current SI. Since the SI is addressing requirement impacts and technology impacts at a very early stage, before regulators have begun allocating spectrum, it may be acceptable not to make any firm decision on how to deal with FRs during the SI. However, what should be done is to study and capture all of the issues that need to be considered in relation to FR description, answer as many as possible from a RAN4 perspective and capture what further work would be needed (also in other groups) during a WI phase.
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