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1. Overall Description:

RAN4 thanks RAN2 for the LS on SFN offset for OTDOA. However, since nr-LTE-fineTiming-Offset-r15 is optionally provided, UE needs to perform cell search to get the downlink timing of the assistance data reference cell if nr-LTE-fineTiming-Offset is not provided. The cell search procedure is done in autonomous gap, which will result in nonnegligible interruption (could be much longer than 800ms) in NR serving cell and long RSTD reporting delay. 
Similarly, if nr-LTE-SFN-Offset is not provided, UE needs to acquire the SFN by using autonomous gap. Note that UE needs fine time/frequency tracking before MIB reading. Therefore cell search is necessary in this case, which will also introduce interruption and RSTD reporting delay.
To avoid such long interruption and RSTD reporting delay, RAN4 respectfully asks RAN2 to further optimize the solution, e.g. to consider making the signalling mandatory.
2. Actions:

To RAN4 group
ACTION: 

RAN4 respectfully requests RAN2 to take the above into account and further optimize the solution, e.g. to consider making nr-LTE-fineTiming-Offset and nr-LTE-SFN-Offset mandatory.
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