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Introduction
In RAN#80, the following Way Forward was agreed [1].   
· Ensure in Rel-15 to allow configuration of a cell where the only UL signaled in SIB is in a RAN4-defined SUL band, and where the DL is in a RAN4-defined SDL band or in a TDD band. PRACH transmissions initiated only on the SUL should be supported.
· Task RAN2 to check if complete support for SDL+SUL in Rel-15 is already ensured and whether a specific capability is required, and if needed to complete the support
· Task RAN4 to determine how to define pairing of bands defined as SDL bands and SUL bands, e.g. whether it should be introduced as new FDD band or new (non-CA) band combination
· RAN2 and RAN4 to coordinate as needed.
 In this contribution, we provide our views on this Way Forward. 
[bookmark: _Ref378529477][bookmark: _Toc424303267][bookmark: _Toc425248865][bookmark: _Toc425344835][bookmark: _Toc425350726][bookmark: _Toc425501584][bookmark: _Toc425504168]SDL+SUL Pairing
RAN plenary has provided clear guidance to RAN4 to ensure that Rel 15 allows configuration of a cell where the only UL signaled in SIB is in a RAN4-defined SUL band, and where the DL is in a RAN4-defined SDL band or in a TDD band. 
Observation: RAN Plenary has tasked RAN4 to ensure that SDL+SUL pairing is possible in Rel 15
There are two ways to define the pairing:
1. As a new FDD band
2. As a non-CA band combination 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In this contribution, SDL+SUL refers to the feature (which may not necessarily be defined as a SDL band + SUL band band combination). RAN4 must discuss the pros and cons of each option and down select one option or provide its recommendations to RAN Plenary. In case consensus cannot be reached, RAN4 shall at least provide the pros and cons of each option so that a final decision can be made at the plenary. Note that as agreed in RAN #80 the pairing is not dependent on whether the cell is operated as PCell or SCell. Also note that the DL may be in a RAN4 defined SDL band or a TDD band, i.e. both options are possible and agreed to be supported.
Proposal 1: RAN4 must discuss each pairing option and inform RAN Plenary of its decision. If consensus cannot be reached RAN4 shall at least inform RAN Plenary about the pros and cons of each option.
Proposal 2: RAN4 must ensure that SDL+SUL pairing is allowed whether the cell is a PCell or SCell and whether the DL is in a SDL band or TDD band.
We prefer to define our bands as a new FDD band. Other operators in certain geographic regions may want to define their bands as a non-CA band combination under certain conditions, e.g. as a SCell (in a non-stand alone architecture). Therefore, RAN4 should not preclude any option and leave it to operator preference for their bands. If consensus cannot be reached to leave band definition on operator preference, then RAN4 shall at least allow pairing as a new FDD band.
Proposal 3: RAN4 should not preclude any pairing option and leave it to operator preference for their bands
Proposal 4: If consensus cannot be reached to leave pairing definition on operator preference for their bands, then RAN4 shall at least allow pairing as a new FDD band
Conclusions
In this contribution we outlined our views on SDL+SUL pairing. Based on our observations we propose the following.
Proposal 1: RAN4 must discuss each pairing option and inform RAN Plenary of its decision. If consensus cannot be reached RAN4 shall at least inform RAN Plenary about the pros and cons of each option.
Proposal 2: RAN4 must ensure that SDL+SUL pairing is allowed whether the cell is a PCell or SCell and whether the DL is in a SDL band or TDD band.
Proposal 3: RAN4 should not preclude any pairing option and leave it to operator preference for their bands
Proposal 4: If consensus cannot be reached to leave pairing definition on operator preference for their bands, then RAN4 shall at least allow pairing as a new FDD band
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