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1 Introduction

During RAN4#85, it is envisaged that the eAAS OTA requirements set will be completed. In addition, for NR the aim is to complete the core specifications that are needed for NSA operation. In both cases, work on the conformance specifications should commence from 1H18 in order to meet the goals for completion of the conformance specifications. Allowing 6 months from the end of release 15, conformance specifications should be complete in the second half of 2018. Regulatory processes in some regions require that at least for some NR requirements, conformance specifications should be completed earlier.
During the same timeframe, additional work needed for Standalone NR should proceed, in addition to NR incorporation into AAS and MSR, NR and eAAS core corrections and other release 15 work. It is of importance that the workload can proceed efficiently.

The conformance work consists of the following general aspects:

1. Development of test procedure descriptions

2. Development of measurement uncertainty budgets, leading to test tolerance (TT)

3. Development of test scope descriptions considering bandwidth, sub-carrier spacing, carrier etc. configurations

4. Development of test models and where needed additional FRCs covering the tests

5. Drafting of the conformance specification text

6. Development of BS demodulation requirements

7. Development of BS demodulation test descriptions

For the eAAS conformance work, in the main aspects 1 and 2 and 5 require additional work; many of the remaining aspects are straightforward due to the existence of the existing E-UTRA framework. For NR, all 7 aspects need to be considered. It is also important to take into account that (3)-(7) are also required for conducted requirements for NR.

The NR requirements for FR1 have in the main been derived as adaptations to E-UTRA requirements in FR1. Thus, in principle the OTA measurement methodologies, test descriptions and measurement tolerances are likely to be mirrored between eAAS and NR.
It is obviously not sensible to repeat work on FR1 test procedures and measurement uncertainties in both the eAAS and NR agenda items. Furthermore, some of the work on (1) and (2) for FR1 may be re-usable for FR2. Several ways to mitigate this can be envisaged:

· Keep the FR1 MU and test description work within eAAS. For NR, proceed with steps (3)-(7), and re-use the information for steps (1) and (2) as it becomes available from the eAAS WI

· This is in principle a continuation of the way in which NR and eAAS have been coordinated for the core requirement work

· The drawback is that FR2 dependencies for NR have to also be aligned to the eAAS WI

· Handle all conformance work for FR1 in NR. The scope of eAAS discussions is to write the text for 37.145 reusing the NR work on (1) and (2) for FR1 and making small adaptations where needed for E-UTRA

· Create a combined AI for BS conformance covering both eAAS and NR.

An ad-hoc is planned for NR in January 2018. It may be helpful to enable FR1 conformance to be discussed in January; this could be achieved by proceeding along the lines of the second or third bullets below or following the first bullet and placing eAAS conformance into the agenda of the ad-hoc.

When considering these options, it is worthwhile to consider that the AAS WI has already gained experience of developing conformance requirements for rel-13, and has already made a start to conformance work for Rel-15. Taking this into account, potentially the best option may be the first one; handle FR1 conformance within eAAS bearing in mind that the work will be immediately re-used for NR, and the work needs completion within NR timescales. The NR WI can then focus on the other aspects, and on FR2 OTA conformance work in situations where the FR2 will differ compared to FR1. If this option is agreed, however, then eAAS conformance should be added to the agenda for the January ad-hoc.
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