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1. Introduction

Previously in the discussion related to OTA unwanted emission practical test aspects have been presented in [1, 2]. Testing OTA unwanted emission requirements will require new test approaches to be adopted or available test methods to be modified. The requirements part of OTA unwanted emission will use TRP as key parameter. TRP is the total radiated power and have traditionally been used by 3GPP RAN4 to characterise UE transmitters capability to radiate the wanted signal power, including transmitter, antenna, and encapsulation. Now also, TRP have been adopted as key parameter for OTA unwanted emission for integrated AAS base stations in NR. This means that RAN4 needs to find a test method capable of measuring TRP emission level within the spurious region defined from 30 MHz to upper emission limit. 

In a contribution presented at earlier meetings [3, 6], issues related to measurement distance and lowest detectable levels have been discussed. In this contribution, some aspects related to testing OTA unwanted emission is described. At the end of the contribution a text proposal for TR 38.xyz, Annex is attached for approval.
This is a revised version of R4-1710817.  
2. Discussion

It’s clear the aspects related to measurement distance and spatial measurement grid are fundamental aspects for measuring TRP. The details of those aspects are captured in a companion contribution [2].

Based on traditional OTA test environment similar to traditional far-field, near-field test ranges for antenna testing and radiated EMC testing, a test method for OTA unwanted emission have been developed. The intention with this contribution is to introduce a test method for measuring OTA unwanted emission ranging from 30 MHz up to the upper emission limited of about 2nd harmonic for FR2 and 12.75 GHz or the 5th harmonic for FR1. 

A test method for OTA unwanted emission should allow for having adaptive sampling grids for measurements at a measurement distance ranging from the far-field region to near-field region covering the whole spurious frequency region. 
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Figure 2-1: Test setup in anechoic chamber
A measurement antenna is placed in the chamber at a distance corresponding to an acceptable SNR level for the measurement receiver, while the measurement antenna and test object are located outside of each other’s reactive near-field zones. A band stop filter is used to protect the measurement receiver from the wanted signal. The LNA is used to increase the dynamic range for the measurement receiver. The setup is illustrated in Figure 2-1. 

The measurement antenna shall preferably be dual-polarized in order to measure two orthogonal polarizations at the same time. Otherwise, the measurement process should be repeated for two orthogonal polarizations.

Since testing of OTA unwanted emission is new for RAN4 and there are no test methods established, RAN4 needs to develop test methods suitable for testing unwanted emission generated by test objects operating at arbitrary frequency with arbitrary size. 

So far in the discussion, several fundamental aspects related to OTA testing of unwanted emission have been touched up on;
1. Measurement setup

Having support for testing unwanted emission from 30 MHz up to the upper emission limit, put some challenging requirements on the test equipment. The test chamber needs to be shielded to eastablish a control RF interferene envirmonent. Also, the absortion material used must work over the whole frequency range to suppress reflections. 

2. Measurement grid selection

A dense full-sphere grid will result in a very large number of measurements to extract TRP per frequency, while a sparse grid requires a few measurements. For unwanted emission, the sampling grid cannot be static over frequency for a reasonable overall test effort. Therefore, a test approach where the sampling grid is changed over frequency is required.

3. Measurement distance

The measurement distance will be determined by the SNR required for the measurement receiver to detect the emission level, and the combination of the size of the test object and the wave length (aka. the electrical size D/). It is not possible to always assume the measurement distance to be set by the far-field criteria for the whole spurious emission frequency range. A test method for unwanted emission must be able to measure TRP close to the test object and far way with acceptable measurement uncertainty. A solution is to define TRP based on power density, where TRP based on EIRP is a special case when the far-field criteria if fulfilled as proposed in a companion contribution [5]. 

Measurement on a dense full sphere grid can be extremely time consuming when the source dimensions are much larger than the wave length. However, when the sources of radiation have low correlation and the average value is to be assessed, it is well known [4] that the element pattern will dominate the total pattern. Therefore, a considerably sparser grid compared to the worst case dense grid can be used to reduce the overall test time. 

When determining TRP of emissions from an AAS test object the source locations are not known. What can be regarded as known is the dimensions of the region where sources are likely to be positioned. In most cases the full dimension of the entire test object should be considered. Instead of finding the peak of each emission component a solution to simplify testing is proposed. The solution to address this problem is based on a statistical approach. Where the measured TRP is compensated with factor TRP, where TRP is a function of selected sampling grid, D/ and correlation between radiators. In the conformance test specification, the TRP can be listed in a table for relevant parameters. The exact relation between TRP and sampling grid, D/L and correlation is not presented in this contribution.

A test method for OTA unwanted emission have been presented earlier in [2]. The intension with this text proposal is to create a place in the TR to be able to capture aspects to consider when the test setup, test procedure and measurement evaluation is later documented in the TR/TS.

The grid selection concept is vital for testing unwanted emission. Therefore, is suggested to capture relevant aspects of OTA emission test methodologies in an Annex in the TR 38.xyz. The information will be used later in conformance test phase when test methods are established. 

At the end of this contribution a text proposal is attached for approval. The text proposal introduces an Annex in TR 38.xyz to capture background information relevant for test method capable of measuring OTA unwanted emission.
3. Conclusion

In this contribution, aspects related to development of new test methods for OTA unwanted emission have been presented. The intension is to capture relevant information in TR 38.xyz, Annex as background information to be used when the conformance test specification is created. 

At the end of this contribution a text proposal for TR 38.xyz, Annex is attached for approval.
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[Text proposal]
Annex A:
Aspects related to measurement of OTA unwanted emission
A.1
Test range

A.2
Sampling grid selection
A.3
Measurement distance

[The end of text proposal]
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