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1	Introduction 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK132][bookmark: OLE_LINK133]In both RAN1 and RAN4 NR#3 meetings, there are some discussions on RSSI with some open issues left. More specifically, the time domain and frequency domain definition of RSSI is still not concluded yet. In this paper, we provide our view on the definitions of RSSI from both time and frequency domains.
2	RSSI Definition in Time Domain
The main issues on RSSI definition in time domain are whether RSSI should be measured only on DL symbols/part and how to indicate RSSI measurement resource in time domain. 
The main functionality of RSSI measurement is to reflect cell loading and interference level, so it is beneficial to include data symbols outside SS block, as addressed in our previous paper [1]. However, one open issue is whether the RSSI is measured only on DL part of a given duration. There could be two alternatives to perform RSSI measurement in time domain, as addressed in RAN1 agreement [2]: 
· Alt 1: RSSI is measured within the resource without considering whether the resource is DL or UL or both
· Alt 2: RSSI is measured only within the DL part
Accordingly, there could be several alternatives to indicate the RSSI measurement resource, as addressed in RAN1 agreement [2]: 
· Alt a: The resource is predefined in the spec
· Alt b: The resource is explicitly configured in the SI for IDLE mode measurements and in the RRC signaling for CONNECTED mode measurements
· Alt c: UE detects RSSI measurement resource
· Alt d: The resource is implicitly derived by other parameters in SI, e.g., the actually transmitted SS blocks indicated in RMSI
To down select, it should consider applicability of these alternatives for inter & intra frequency measurements, IDLE & CONNECTED mode and initial cell selection.

It is natural to measure RSSI based on only DL part, because if UL part is also included in the RSSI measurement, it makes RSSI less accurate to represent DL cell loading and interference. Nevertheless, the timing location of UL part could be very dynamic, because actually transmitted SS blocks, SS block location, slot format, and subcarrier spacing may not be the same for all frequency layers. Dynamic TDD and mini-slot could be applied. Morevoer, the number of symbols for DL control channel is also dynamic.  
Although UE could know the frequency location and SMTC of neighboring cells from the system information of its camped/serving cell, it is insufficient to indicate the UL parts of neighboring cells, especially for inter-frequency measurement. UL part of neighboring cells could be very dynamic, so it is challenging to carry an exact indication of the time location for UL parts of neighboring cells in SI, especially for inter-frequency measurement. 
[bookmark: _Ref494462746]Observation 1: The timing location of UL parts of cells could be dynamic. It is challenging to carry an exact indication of the time location for UL parts of neighboring cells in system information, especially for inter-frequency measurement.
On the other hand, typically UE does not read system information of all neighboring cells, because most of them are not UE’s target cell and reading a lot of system information may significantly increases UE power consumption. Therefore, it is challenging for UE to know the exact UL parts of neighboring cells, especially for inter-frequency measurement. 
[bookmark: _Ref494462752]Observation 2: It should not mandate UE to read system information of neighboring cells for intra-/inter-frequency measurement.
Based on the above observations, it is not preferred the RSSI measurement resource is either detected by UE itself (Alt .c) or implicitly derived by SI (Alt. d).
[bookmark: _Ref494462756]Observation 3: It is not preferred the RSSI measurement resource is either detected by UE itself or implicitly derived by system information.
In IDLE mode, the power consumption is the major concern and UE will not read system information of all neighboring cells for cell selection/reselection. And in IDLE mode, the cell loading has less impact on paging reception, comparing to data reception in CONNECTED mode. Therefore, in our view, the RSSI resource should be predefined in the specification (Alt. a), and UE may not know whether the RSSI resource is DL or UL. From UE’s prospective, RSSI is measured without considering whether the resource is DL or UL (Alt. 1).
[bookmark: _Ref494462760]Observation 4: UE may not know whether the RSSI resource is DL or UL.
[bookmark: _Ref494462767]Proposal 1: In IDLE mode, UE should perform RSSI measurement according to predefined resource in specification, without considering whether the resource is DL or UL.

In CONNECTED mode, RRC signaling is available to provide more detail information, and network could have better knowledge on UL parts of neighboring cells and its impact. Therefore, in CONNECTED mode, RSSI measurement resource in time domain can be configured by network (Alt. 2). The RSSI measurement resources can be measured on DL symbols within SS burst (e.g. DL control symbols) or outside SS burst. The illustration is shown in Figure 1. However, UE may not know whether the RSSI resource is DL or UL.
[bookmark: _Ref494462800]Observation 5: Network could have better knowledge on UL parts of neighboring cells and its impact. 
[bookmark: _Ref494462806]Proposal 2: In CONNECTED mode, RSSI measurement resource in time domain can be configured by network.



[bookmark: _Ref490049564]Figure 1. RSSI measurement resource in time domain can be configured by network in CONNECTED mode

2	RSSI Definition in Frequency Domain
The main issue on RSSI definition in frequency domain is whether wideband (WB) RSSI should be introduced for SS block based RSRQ. In the following, we denote narrowband (NB) RSSI as the RSSI measured based on the same bandwidth (BW) as SSB and denote WB RSSI as the RSSI measured based the BW larger than the BW of SSB. In below, we provide our discussion.

· Since UE anyway needs to measure SSB RSRP, the extra complexity required to support NB RSSI is not large.
· WB RSSI demands high UE power consumption. Higher sampling rate is required to process wider BW signals, while the power consumption increases with the sampling rate. Since RSRQ is applicable for IDLE mode UEs, the power consumption of WB RSSI could be an issue.
[bookmark: _Ref494304371]Observation 6: For SS block based RSRQ, wideband RSSI demand high UE power consumption.
· To enable WB RSSI, signaling only Measurement BW is not sufficient, because it is not guaranteed that the SSB will be located at the center of the measurement BW. Additional information for the center of the RSSI measurement BW is needed. UE may needs to further adjust its center-frequency for RSSI measurement. 
· It is possible that network will transmit signals with 2 different numerologies with FDM manner, e.g., SCS of SSB is 240KHz and data SCS is 120KHz. For UEs that cannot support FDM mix-numerology, the support of WB RSSI is not feasible. Even for UE that supports FDM mix-numerology, it is not clear that UE will be able to know 1) whether data and SSB have different SCSs and 2) what the exact SCSs are, e.g., in IDLE mode. 
[bookmark: _Ref494304372]Observation 7: For SS block based RSRQ, the feasibility of WB RSSI is problematic under mix-numerology cases.
· The additional REs observed through a wider BW should still follow the same analog beamforming as SS block, if they share the same OFDM symbol. This means that gNB cannot freely schedule DL data on those REs. A more possible alternative is to schedule beam-specific broadcast signals such as RMSI and OSI which have limited relations to cell loading, as illustrated in Figure 2.
· In the case when a 14-symbol slot is shared by two SS blocks, which as two different analog beamforming directions. It is unclear how gNB can still schedule UE-specific data transmission on this slot, as also illustrated in Figure 2, where use the agreed SS block locations for SCS 30KHz as an example. The OFDM symbols (#4 to #7) needs to follow the same analog beamforming direction as SS block n, while OFDM symbols (#8 to #11) needs to follow the same analog beamforming direction as SS block n+1. 
[bookmark: _Ref494304374]Observation 8: For SS block based RSRQ, the use case of WB RSSI is limited under beamforming scenarios.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Ref490048449]Figure 2 Example of analogy beam forming constraint

Based on above discussion, WB RSSI measurement has the disadvantages of higher UE power consumption, higher signal overhead and has problem under the scenarios with mix-numerology and beamforming. With the uncertainty of actual use cases, it is too early to introduce such a high-cost UE measurement in Rel-15. Therefore, it is proposed exclude SSB based WB RSSI in Rel-15. In later release, when the use cases get clear, WB RSSI can be considered as an enhancement feature.
[bookmark: _Ref494304064]Proposal 3: For SS block based RSRQ, wideband RSSI is excluded in Rel-15.

If eventually WB RSSI is introduced, the use case should be limited. The use of WB RSSI should be limited to the cases where it does not cost too much additional UE power consumption, e.g., intra-frequency measurement in CONNECTED mode. In this case, UE already needs to monitor PDCCH with a BW wider the SSB BW. Additional efforts to perform WB RSSI measurement is small. On other hand, for IDLE mode and inter-frequency measurement in CONNECTED mode, WB RSSI demand noticeable additional cost from UE and should be avoided.
[bookmark: _Ref494304071]Proposal 4: For SS block based RSRQ, in case wideband RSSI is introduced, it should be limited to intra-frequency measurement in CONNECTED mode
3	Summary 
In this contribution, we provided more discussion on aspects related to SSB RSSI. Based on the discussion, the following observations and proposals are given for consideration.
Observation 1: The timing location of UL parts of cells could be dynamic. It is challenging to carry an exact indication of the time location for UL parts of neighboring cells in system information, especially for inter-frequency measurement.
Observation 2: It should not mandate UE to read system information of neighboring cells for intra-/inter-frequency measurement.
Observation 3: It is not preferred the RSSI measurement resource is either detected by UE itself or implicitly derived by system information.
Observation 4: UE may not know whether the RSSI resource is DL or UL.
Observation 5: Network could have better knowledge on UL parts of neighboring cells and its impact.
Observation 6: For SS block based RSRQ, wideband RSSI demand high UE power consumption.
Observation 7: For SS block based RSRQ, the feasibility of WB RSSI is problematic under mix-numerology cases.
Observation 8: For SS block based RSRQ, the use case of WB RSSI is limited under beamforming scenarios.
Proposal 1: In IDLE mode, UE should perform RSSI measurement according to predefined resource in specification, without considering whether the resource is DL or UL.
Proposal 2: In CONNECTED mode, RSSI measurement resource in time domain can be configured by network.
Proposal 3: For SS block based RSRQ, wideband RSSI is excluded in Rel-15.
Proposal 4: For SS block based RSRQ, in case wideband RSSI is introduced, it should be limited to intra-frequency measurement in CONNECTED mode
4	Reference 
[bookmark: _Ref402442435][1] R1-1716618, “Discussion on Measurement for Mobility Management”, MediaTek Inc.
[2] Chairman Notes for RAN1 NR#3 meeting.
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