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1. Introduction

In the last RAN plenary meeting, the new topic named Bandwidth Flexibility for LTE had been fully discussed [1] [2]. The conclusion is that this WI should be discussed in RAN4 firstly, and it will come back in March 16, and the actual use cases from operators should be brought. In this paper, we hope to continue our discussion and propose our requirements in RAN4 to reach the final conclusion before next RAN plenary meeting.
2. Discussion
In the last few years, subscribers are keeping growing and diverse wireless applications on smart terminals lead to data throughput increasing in wireless system. Thus operators are facing the pressure on system capacity and frequency efficiency improvement seems more and more important.
Many operators have irregular bandwidth due to previous narrow bandwidth mobile system, for example GSM network. Considering the rapid developing of LTE network, it is emergent for the operators to refarming their 2G frequency resource. Take China Unicom as an example, we have 6MHz in Band8 for GSM. It is not economy to apply carrier aggregation for 6MHz bandwidth. Therefore, we proposed this work item.
Proposal 1: It is necessary to kick off the new Work Item of Bandwidth Flexibility for LTE as soon as possible, and the 6MHz bandwidth in Band8 should be included as an actual use case.
From UE point of view, it is quite challenging to support too many irregular bandwidths within a UE, so that we hope to minimize the influence to UE. 
Based on that, for eNB, the operating bandwidth can be configured from 1.4-20MHz. But for UE side, the configured bandwidth for UE should be rounded down to the regular bandwidth. Take 6MHz bandwidth as an example. The eNB can deploy 6MHz bandwidth, but for UE, the supportable bandwidth is still 1.4/3/5MHz.
Proposal 2:  The influence to the UE should be minimized, and the configured bandwidth for UE should be rounded down to the regular bandwidth. 
3. Conclusion

In this paper, the necessary of studying Bandwidth Flexibility for LTE has been discussed, and the following proposals are drawn:
Proposal 1: It is necessary to kick off the new Work Item of Bandwidth Flexibility for LTE as soon as possible, and the 6MHz bandwidth in Band8 should be included as an actual use case.

Proposal 2:  The influence to the UE should be minimized, and the configured bandwidth for UE should be rounded down to the regular bandwidth. 
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