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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 has discussed potential consequences of certain modifications to the definitions of NS values, such as a modification to add a new bandwidth to the definition of an existing NS value. RAN2 is aware that RAN4 have been considering such modifications. If the network broadcasts this NS value from a cell with this bandwidth, then legacy UEs (i.e. those UEs introduced prior to the addition of this bandwidth to the NS value definition) will not expect to receive this NS value from this cell. RAN2's understanding is that there is no defined UE behaviour in this situation. RAN2 discussed that to avoid undefined UE behaviour the network could ensure that the NS value broadcast in system information is always set in accordance with the original NS value definitions for that band. A consequence is that the network may need to use NS value 1 if that is the only NS value that is valid for the current cell bandwidth. 
RAN2 also understand that there could be other changes to the NS value definitions that result in a similar situation:

a) A new NS value is defined for an existing band.

b) An existing NS value definition is modified to add an extra band, where the added band is an existing band.

RAN2 would like to ask RAN4 the following questions:
1) Does RAN4 have an expectation about the UE behaviour if the UE does not comprehend the NS value broadcast in system information for the current cell band and bandwidth?
2) Does RAN4 have a view whether it would be desirable for the network to be able to provide an NS value in system information that can be used by new UEs that understand the meaning of the NS value for the current cell and bandwidth?
3) Does RAN4 have a view whether changes to NS value definitions according to cases a) and b) above are possible or likely in the future?
2. Actions:
To RAN4 group:
RAN2 respectfully requests RAN4 to answer the above questions.
3. Date of Next RAN2 Meetings:
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