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1 Background
In this contribution we discuss the test configuration for class A3 combinations and propose requirements for CA_1-3.
2 Test configuration for class A3
For the reference sensitivity requirements, many class A3 combinations can be verified just as for A1 combinations, but for CA_1-3 exceptions are needed due to the proximity between the Band 1 TX and Band 3 RX. In [1] a test configuration for verifying exceptions was proposed according to which the uplink allocation in Band 1 is held constant at 25 RB for all possible downlink bandwidths in Band 3. This simplifies the test for it is sufficient to specify a single MSD value per downlink bandwidth in Band 3 for all possible uplink bandwidths in Band 1. Furthermore, we also meet the basic purpose of the reference sensitivity test: verification of the noise factor. 

For the exceptions, MSD for Band 3 is allowed up to a maximum frequency separation between lower edge of the B1 uplink channel and the higher edge of the Band 3 downlink channel (simply referred to as “frequency separation” in the following): the “gap”. MSD is not allowed for Band 3 if the frequency separation is larger than the “gap”, but the Band 1 uplink allocation must still remain constant.
For the uplink in Band 3, no exception is needed and the test is carried out like for A1 combinations.

New tables should be introduced in Clause 7.3.1A for the exceptions immediately after the tables of exceptions for class A2 combinations so that all exceptions follow in sequence:

The changes would look as follows in 36.101:
7.3.1A

Minimum requirements (QPSK) for CA

For inter-band carrier aggregation with uplink assigned to one E-UTRA band the throughput shall be ≥ 95% of the maximum throughput of the reference measurement channels as specified in Annexes A.2.2, A.2.3 and A.3.2 (with one sided dynamic OCNG Pattern OP.1 FDD/TDD for the DL-signal as described in Annex A.5.1.1/A.5.2.1) with parameters specified in Table 7.3.1-1 and Table 7.3.1-2. The reference sensitivity is defined to be met with all downlink component carriers active and either of the uplink carriers active. The UE shall meet the requirements specified in subclause 7.3.1 with the following exceptions. 

For the UE that supports any of the E-UTRA CA configurations given in Table 7.3.1A-0a, exceptions to the aforementioned requirements are allowed when the uplink active in the lower-frequency operating band is within a specified frequency range as noted in Table 7.3.1A-0a. For these exceptions, the UE shall meet the requirements specified in Table 7.3.1A-0a and Table 7.3.1A-0b.

Table 7.3.1A-0a: Reference sensitivity for carrier aggregation QPSK PREFSENS, CA (exceptions)

	Channel bandwidth

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	EUTRA band
	1.4 MHz
(dBm)
	3 MHz
(dBm)
	5 MHz
(dBm)
	10 MHz
(dBm)
	15 MHz
(dBm)
	20 MHz
(dBm)
	Duplex mode

	CA_3A-8A4
	3
	
	
	
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	FDD

	
	8
	
	
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	

	CA_4A-12A5,6
	4
	[-89.2]
	[-89.2]
	[-90]
	[-89.5]
	[-89]
	[-88.5]
	FDD

	
	12
	
	
	-96.5
	-93.5
	
	
	

	CA_4A-17A5,6
	4
	
	
	[-90]
	[-89.5]
	
	
	FDD

	
	17
	
	
	-96.5
	-93.5
	
	
	

	NOTE 1:
The transmitter shall be set to PUMAX as defined in subclause 6.2.5A.
NOTE 2:
Reference measurement channel is A.3.2 with one sided dynamic OCNG Pattern OP.1 FDD/TDD as described in Annex A.5.1.1/A.5.2.1

NOTE 3:
The signal power is specified per port

NOTE 4:
No requirements apply when there is at least one individual RE within the uplink transmission bandwidth of the low band for which the 2nd transmitter harmonic is within the downlink transmission bandwidth of the high band. The reference sensitivity is only verified when this is not the case (the requirements specified in clause 7.3.1 apply).

NOTE 5:
These requirements apply when there is at least one individual RE within the uplink transmission bandwidth of the low band for which the 3rd transmitter harmonic is within the downlink transmission bandwidth of the high band.  

NOTE 6:
The requirements should be verified for UL EARFCN of the low band (superscript LB) such that 
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Table 7.3.1A-0b: Uplink configuration for the low band (exceptions)
	E-UTRA Band / Channel bandwidth of the high band / NRB / Duplex mode

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	UL band
	1.4 MHz
	3 MHz
	5 MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz
	Duplex mode

	CA_4A-12A
	12
	2
	5
	8
	16
	
	
	FDD

	CA_4A-17A
	17
	
	
	8
	16
	
	
	FDD

	NOTE 1:
refers to the UL resource blocks, which shall be centred within the transmission bandwidth configuration for the channel bandwidth.

NOTE 2:
the UL configuration applies regardless of the channel bandwidth of the low band unless the UL resource blocks exceed that specified in Table 7.3.1-2 for the uplink bandwidth in which case the allocation according to Table 7.3.1-2 applies.


For the UE that supports any of the E-UTRA CA configurations given in Table 7.3.1A-0bA, exceptions are allowed when the uplink is active within a specified frequency range as noted in Table 7.3.1A-0bA. For these exceptions, the UE shall meet the requirements specified in Table 7.3.1A-0bA and Table 7.3.1A-0bB.
Table 7.3.1A-0bA: Reference sensitivity for carrier aggregation QPSK PREFSENS, CA (exceptions)
	Channel bandwidth

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	EUTRA band
	1.4 MHz
(dBm)
	3 MHz
(dBm)
	5 MHz
(dBm)
	10 MHz
(dBm)
	15 MHz
(dBm)
	20 MHz
(dBm)
	Duplex mode

	CA_1A-3A4
	1
	
	
	-100
	-97
	-95.2
	-94
	FDD

	
	3
	
	
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
	

	CA_1A-3A5
	1
	
	
	-100
	-97
	-95.2
	-94
	FDD

	
	3
	
	
	-97 
	-94
	-92.2
	-91
	

	NOTE 1:
The transmitter shall be set to PUMAX as defined in subclause 6.2.5A.
NOTE 2:
Reference measurement channel is A.3.2 with one sided dynamic OCNG Pattern OP.1 FDD/TDD as described in Annex A.5.1.1/A.5.2.1

NOTE 3:
The signal power is specified per port

NOTE 4:
These requirements apply when the uplink is active in Band 1 and the separation between the lower edge of the uplink channel in Band 1 and the upper edge of the downlink channel in Band 3 is < [60] MHz. For each channel bandwidth in Band 3, the requirement applies regardless of channel bandwidth in Band 1.
NOTE 5:
These requirements apply when the uplink is active in Band 1 and the separation between the lower edge of the uplink channel in Band 1 and the upper edge of the downlink channel in Band 3 is ≥ [60] MHz. For each channel bandwidth in Band 3, the requirement applies regardless of channel bandwidth in Band 1.


Table 7.3.1A-0bB: Uplink configuration for reference sensitivity (exceptions)
	E-UTRA Band / Channel bandwidth / NRB / Duplex mode

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	UL band
	1.4 MHz
	3 MHz
	5 MHz
	10 MHz
	15 MHz
	20 MHz
	Duplex mode

	CA_1A-3A1
	1
	
	
	25
	[25]
	[25]
	[25]
	FDD

	NOTE 1:
The UL resource block shall be located as close as possible to the downlink in Band 3 but confined within the transmission bandwidth configuration for the channel bandwidth in Band 1.


For band combinations including operating bands without uplink band (as noted in Table 5.5-1), the requirements are specified in Table 7.3.1A-0d and Table 7.3.1A-0e.

Table 7.3.1A-0d: Reference sensitivity QPSK PREFSENS
	Channel bandwidth

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	EUTRA band
	1.4 MHz

(dBm)
	3 MHz

(dBm)
	5 MHz

(dBm)
	10 MHz

(dBm)
	15 MHz

(dBm)
	20 MHz

(dBm)
	Duplex mode

	CA_2A-29A
	2
	
	
	-98
	-95
	-93.2
	-92
	FDD

	
	29
	
	-98.7
	 -97
	-94 
	
	
	

	CA_4A-29A
	4
	
	
	-100
	-97
	-95.2
	-94
	FDD

	
	29
	
	-98.7
	 -97
	-94 
	
	
	

	CA_20A-32A
	20
	
	
	-97
	-94
	-91.2
	-90
	FDD

	
	32
	
	
	-100
	-97
	-95.2
	-94
	

	CA_23A-29A
	23
	
	
	-100
	-97
	-95.2
	-94
	FDD

	
	29
	
	-98.7
	-97
	-94
	
	
	

	NOTE 1:
The transmitter shall be set to PUMAX as defined in subclause 6.2.5A.

NOTE 2:
Reference measurement channel is A.3.2 with one sided dynamic OCNG Pattern OP.1 FDD/TDD as described in Annex A.5.1.1/A.5.2.1

NOTE 3:
The signal power is specified per port


Table 7.3.1A-0e: Uplink configuration for reference sensitivity

	E-UTRA Band / Channel bandwidth / NRB / Duplex mode

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	EUTRA band
	1.4 MHz

(dBm)
	3 MHz

(dBm)
	5 MHz

(dBm)
	10 MHz

(dBm)
	15 MHz

(dBm)
	20 MHz

(dBm)
	Duplex mode

	CA_2A-29A
	2
	
	
	25
	50
	501
	501
	FDD

	
	29
	
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	

	CA_4A-29A
	4
	
	
	25
	50
	75
	100
	FDD

	
	29
	
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	

	CA_20A-32A
	20
	
	
	25 
	201
	202 
	202
	FDD

	
	32
	
	
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	

	CA_23A-29A
	23
	
	
	25
	50
	75
	100
	FDD

	
	29
	
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	
	
	

	NOTE 1:
1 refers to the UL resource blocks shall be located as close as possible to the downlink operating band but confined within the transmission bandwidth configuration for the channel bandwidth (Table 5.6-1).

NOTE 2:
2 refers to Band 20; in the case of 15MHz channel bandwidth, the UL resource blocks shall be located at RBstart 11 and in the case of 20MHz channel bandwidth, the UL resource blocks shall be located at RBstart 16


Two rows are included in the Table 7.3.1A-0bA, one for frequency separations less than the gap and one for separations larger than the gap. The uplink allocation is always 25 RB for all uplink bandwidths as per Table 7.3.1A-0bB. The REFSENS for frequency separation larger than the gap is always given by clause 7.3.1 (MSD = 0 dB), but the uplink allocation is not the standard: it must be given by Table 7.3.1A-0bB.

3 MSD for Band 1 and “gap” size
Next we consider possible MSD for frequency separations less than the “gap”, this is set for a frequency separation of 40 MHz that is the minimum. The simulations used for deriving the MSD are similar to those used for specifying requirements for intra-band non-contiguous aggregation. Simulations are made for isolation at the Band 3 receive channel of 45 dB and 50 dB. The aim is to specify a single MSD with a constant 25 RB allocation for all uplink bandwidths. Table 1 and Table 2 show the results for 45 dB and 50 dB. The MSD for the 5 MHz channel is 1.8 dB and 0.6 dB for 45  dB and 50 dB isolation, respectively. 
Table 1: Reference sensitivity for isolation@B3RX = 45 dB and 25 RB uplink allocation in Band 1
	Channel bandwidth

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	EUTRA band
	1.4 MHz
(dBm)
	3 MHz
(dBm)
	5 MHz
(dBm)
	10 MHz
(dBm)
	15 MHz
(dBm)
	20 MHz
(dBm)
	Duplex mode

	CA_1A-3A4
	1
	
	
	-100
	-97
	-95.2
	-94
	FDD

	
	3
	
	
	-95.2
	-92.5
	-91
	-90
	


Table 2: Reference sensitivity for isolation@B3RX = 50 dB and 25 RB uplink allocation in Band 1
	Channel bandwidth

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	EUTRA band
	1.4 MHz
(dBm)
	3 MHz
(dBm)
	5 MHz
(dBm)
	10 MHz
(dBm)
	15 MHz
(dBm)
	20 MHz
(dBm)
	Duplex mode

	CA_1A-3A4
	1
	
	
	-100
	-97
	-95.2
	-94
	FDD

	
	3
	
	
	-96.4
	-93.5
	-91.8
	-90.7
	


The “gap” can be specified as 60 MHz, beyond which MSD is not allowed (but the allocation still restricted to 25 RB in Band 1).

Alternatively, if RAN4 agrees that the isolation should be 50 dB, the Band 1 allocation could be increased to 50 RB for Band 1 channel bandwidths larger than 5 MHz. The resulting REFSENS are shown in Table 3. The “gap” would then increase to 100 MHz.

Table 3: Reference sensitivity for isolation@B3RX = 50 dB and 50 RB uplink allocation in Band 1
	Channel bandwidth

	EUTRA CA Configuration
	EUTRA band
	1.4 MHz
(dBm)
	3 MHz
(dBm)
	5 MHz
(dBm)
	10 MHz
(dBm)
	15 MHz
(dBm)
	20 MHz
(dBm)
	Duplex mode

	CA_1A-3A4
	1
	
	
	-100
	-97
	-95.2
	-94
	FDD

	
	3
	
	
	-95.7
	-92.8
	-91.2
	-90.1
	


4 The transmitter and receiver requirements

A viable ΔTIB,c for Band 1 in CA_1-3 will most likely have to be larger than the standard 0.3 dB used for e.g. A1 combinations due to the isolation requirements. Table 4 shows values for Band 1 and Band 3 based on FBAR filter technology and used of the “shared-pain” approach. CA_1-3 is a combination of two wide core bands with a potential global footprint, whence it is relevant to consider high-performance filters. It is recognized that there are also other possible filter technologies.
Table 4: ΔTIB,c
	Inter-band CA Configuration
	E-UTRA Band
	ΔTIB,c [dB]

	CA_1A-5A
	1
	0.5

	
	5
	0.3


5 Summary
For specifying reference sensitivity for CA_1-3 in particular and class A3 combinations in general, it is recommended to allow exceptions for small frequency separations between the Band 1 uplink channel and the Band 3 downlink channel. A fixed allocation of 25 RB should be chosen for all Band 1 uplink bandwidths. The MSD for the 5 MHz channel is estimated at 0.6 dB for 50 dB isolation at Band 3 RX for frequency separation up to 60 MHz.
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