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1. Background
The BS specification structure SI was concluded in June and the outcome is documented in TR 37.810 [1], with the recommendation of “Alternative 3a” for a new BS specification structure. The WI for a New BS specification structure was started by TSG RAN in June. The first phase is a study of feasibility, based on “Alternative 3a”. A decision point for how to go forward with the work was identified for November 2013 (RAN4#69). We are now at the decision point and need to decide whether to go forward with Step 2 in the process for a new structure and identify the next steps. 
2. Status of the new structure for core requirements
During the Work Item phase, several inputs have been made on how to accommodate Alternative 3a as a new structure. Discussions focused on how to simultaneously include and keep separate single-RAT requirements from both the single-RAT specs and the MSR specs. There were examples of merged text presented for several core requirements. There is however not complete draft text available for all requirements.
While the work in the first phase is not complete, it is the view of Ericsson that it would be possible to merge the core specifications based on Alternative 3a. A new structure may however become a bit “heavy”, due to the need for keeping multiple requirement options, since no requirements can be changed. 

3. Status of the new structure for conformance testing

A few examples for conformance testing were discussed at RAN4#68bis. While no major issues were identified for core requirements, more severe issues are identified for merging the conformance test specifications. As demonstrated and discussed in [3] and [4], there are several differences identified between the single-RAT and MSR conformance test specifications, as well as  issues within the single-RAT, and to some extent the MSR conformance test specifications.

The differences in test configurations, frequency assignment, definitions and power setting between the specifications [4] would have implications for conformance testing when migrated to a new structure. In many cases, there would be no synergy between texts if merged, which means that the text mass will accumulate. The differences in definitions, test set-ups etc. may also make the test specs more ambiguous and complex.
The implication is that a merged conformance test specification will most likely not reduce repetition of requirements and ambiguities, and may become difficult to manage in terms of size. This means that the original aim of the work item would not be reached. 

4. Conclusion and way forward

Because of the issues identified above, a migration into a new structure would not be possible before the identified conformance testing issues are solved. While this is a task that must be undertaken anyway, as stated in [4], [5] and [6], it is not clear that a migration to a new structure will be sensible even at a point where the issues are solved, within the Rel-12 time frame. Some of the differences between the single-RAT and MSR conformance test specifications would still remain, giving a high risk of a new merged specification having a lot of repetition and ambiguities.
A positive outcome of the study item and the work item is that a thorough analysis has been made of the core and test specification contents. This gives RAN4 an increased awareness of the status of today’s specification and several issues in terms of differences between and ambiguities within specifications are identified, in particular for conformance testing. An alternative to creating a new BS specification structure would be to address these issues directly in existing specifications, without changing the structure. The results of such an effort would be a more coherent and future proof set of BS specifications, though still in separate documents for each RAT and for MSR.

The following is proposed as a way forward, to be further detailed by RAN4:
· The Work Item for a New BS specification structure is stopped

· Work is initiated to address the issues identified for conformance testing as follows:
· Remove ambiguities and inconsistencies within the BS conformance test specifications. All specifications should be addressed and particular attention should be made to testing of multicarrier and carrier aggregation scenarios.

· Identify unmotivated differences in the test scope between the specifications for different scenarios and align the test scope where possible and deemed necessary.

· The work can be done as TEI CRs, or as a separate new (or revised) Work Item. Updates should be made at least to Rel-12, but for many issues updates are sensible in earlier releases as well.
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