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1 Background
In RAN4#68 meeting an LS [1] from RAN5 is received regarding if it is feasible to clearly define LTE Carrier Aggregation test points applicability inside core specifications. It was taken as a common understanding that RAN4 should make certain action to clarify the tests points for CA soft buffer and SDR tests. Furthermore it has been discussed in RAN4#68bis about what actions need to be made to fulfill such purpose. In this contribution we provide our views.
2 Proposals
It’s obvious the current specification of the soft buffer management and sustained data rate tests are not clearly defined. The obstacles are seen in the following.
1. For the soft buffer tests it’s under the same chapter of TM3 so it’s mixed with all the other CA and non-CA performance tests for all the UE categories. In this way it’s difficult for RAN5 to split the test for each category.
2. For the soft buffer tests Test 1A is taken as a default test applied to all the possible aggregated bandwidths but it’s not clearly stated in the specification.

3. For the sustained data rate tests the same observation can be seen as soft buffer tests.

So the general approach in [3] to separate the soft buffer tests from the normal TM3 tests is good to have. In addition, for FDD tests the CA capability and UE category are better to be moved in a separated table. A CR with related changes is proposed in [4].
Proposal 1: Separate the soft buffer tests from the normal TM3 tests for both FDD and TDD test cases with proposal in [4].
For the other performance tests in Rel-11 either it’s defined only for single carrier or with limited number of CA tests so it’s clear to identify the test points and not needed to apply the new table to all performance tests. 
Proposal 2: No need to apply the changes to the other CA performance tests in Rel-11.

In previous releases in order to keep the consistency we propose to introduce the same type of tables for the soft buffer test and sustained data rate tests as following.
Proposal 3: It’s necessary to make similar changes for previous releases by adding new tables and modify the existing tables for soft buffer and sustained data rate tests. But this can wait until the Rel-11 is finalized. 
Proposal 4: A draft reply LS to RAN5 is provided in Chapter 5 with answers and actions.
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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG4 thanks RAN WG5 for the LS reply on CA bandwidth coverage issue for UE demodulation performance. 
RAN4 firstly confirms the interpretation from RAN5 is correct with the table of the test points for soft buffer management tests and sustained data rate tests. Furthermore, during RAN4#69 meeting RAN WG4 have agreed the CR (R4-13XXXX) that implements the clarification for such test points in RAN4 core requirements. 
2. Actions:

ACTION: 
RAN4 respectfully asks RAN5 to take the modifications made from RAN4 specifications into account.
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