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Background and discussion

The topic of how to ensure compliance to legacy requirements for each RAT in a new structure was brought up in the BS specification structure off-line discussion group [2]. This text proposal is based on initial analysis from the off-line discussion.

Proposal

It is proposed that the attached text proposal is included in TR 37.810 [1].
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TEXT PROPOSAL for TR 37.810:

13
Compliance to legacy requirements for each RAT

<Text to be added: How to guarantee that a BS compliant to the new BS specification structure, for a requirement that is taken from the legacy structure, will comply to that requirement for each applicable RAT as  specified in the legacy structure>

It is discussed in clause 11 how to make compliance for legacy BS possible in a new BS spec structure possible. Another separate study area concerns the “reverse” issue, i.e. how to ensure compliance to legacy requirements for each RAT in a new structure.

The SID objective states that “no change of existing requirements as a consequence of the new possible BS specification structure is assumed”. This implies that a requirement stated in one of the specifications today should also remain and be covered by a merged specification.

Since the key here is to ensure compliance to legacy requirements, it would in principle not be necessary to keep a legacy requirement that is more relaxed than the merged requirement. Such a variation of a requirement would however be kept anyway, since it is agreed (clause 11) to enable compliance for legacy BS in a new BS spec structure and to therefore keep such requirement variations. This is also in line with the SI objective.
The opposite case, where a single-RAT requirement would be stricter than the multi-RAT requirement applied as a merged requirement does not really exist. This aspect was thoroughly studied and documented in TR 37.900 and it is also in normative text today (for most requirements) in the form of forward references from the single-RAT specifications to the 37-series specifications. This will clearly facilitate a possible merging of the BS specifications. We must however take great care in ensuring that compliance of the legacy requirements is maintained for each RAT. The analysis documented for both core and test requirements will here be of great assistance in a possible merging process.
