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Introduction

The Passive Intermodulation (PIM) handling for Base Stations study item was approved at RAN4#56 [1]. This contribution discusses maintenance activities relevant to deployments. Text is offered for addition to the technical report.
Discussion

Maintenance Activities

Typically, resolution of a PIM problem will require a site visit by a technical crew. Maintenance activities can include site clean-up, disassembling and cleaning connections, reapplying weatherproofing materials, and replacement of damaged or defective components. The site cannot be in a fully-operational state during these activities. Operators want to minimize service disruptions, so these activities are either performed during periods of low activity (e.g., at night, on weekends) or they must be coordinated so that adjacent sites or co-sited equipment remains active.
Due to the difficulty of isolating site problems (including PIM-related problems), maintenance activities are often performed on a fixed schedule as determined by a model of site degradation. The maintenance activities might not actually be necessary, in which case the visit could have been delayed, or it is possible that a site needs attention before it is scheduled for maintenance. For these reasons, is desirable to monitor site performance so that maintenance activities can be performed on an as-needed basis.
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Maintenance Activities
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