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1 Introduction

In this document, we discuss a way-forward on SI “UMTS/LTE in 900 MHz band (Japan, Korea)” [1] based on the latest situations in Japan and Korea. 
2 Discussion
Situation in Japan

· The Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC) has developed a draft guideline for establishment of specified base stations in the 900 MHz band (2 x 15MHz) and some relevant draft provisions [2]. According to these drafts, the 900 MHz band will be allocated to a single operator. The MIC now invites public comments on these drafts until 21 November, 2011.
· Since the allocation of the 900 MHz band has not been decided yet, the Japanese operators still would like to leave all the possible options regarding LTE UE implementation assumption, i.e. use of Band 8, creation of new band with assumption of Band 8 DUP, or creation of new band with assumption of dedicated DUP.
Situation in Korea

· Both KT and LG Uplus performed independent field tests and have shared their initial results each other. As the test result from both operators was different, the third party will perform field test in order to provide reference to KCC.
The remaining issues on this SI are the options for LTE UE and the harmonization between Japan and Korea. As discussed above, it would be hard to conclude which option for LTE UE will be used in Japan until the frequency allocation of the 900 MHz band is performed to an operator. And also, the harmonization issues between Japan and Korea could be concluded only after the frequency allocation of the 900 MHz band in Japan and the Korean national regulations are concluded. Since both the frequency assignment of the 900 MHz band in Japan and the Korean national regulations are expected to be concluded in the near future, we propose the following way forward:
The completion date of this SI by RAN#54 should be extended in order to wait for the conclusions of the frequency allocation of the 900 MHz band in Japan and the Korean national regulations.
3 Conclusion
In this document, we discussed a way-forward on the SI “UMTS/LTE in 900 MHz band (Japan, Korea)” and proposed as follows:
 The completion date of this SI by RAN#54 should be extended in order to wait for the conclusions of the frequency allocation of the 900 MHz band in Japan and the Korean national regulations.
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