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Background

In 3GPP RAN4, there is a Work Item carried out for the introduction of a new specification for Multistandard Radio purposes. This WI is treated in cooperation with 3GPP GERAN for the sake of covering the GSM related aspects of multi-standard operations. Within GERAN, there have already been several discussions about the best suited implementation of such a new specification. During these GERAN discussions, it has become more and more obvious that there is a number of principle questions and topics to be clarified. Alcatel-Lucent believes that it would be beneficial to discuss these points, before details of such a specification are derived. We are convinced that such a proceeding will avoid misinterpretations and lengthy alignment processes at a later stage which will all in all save time and speed up the introduction of MSR products on the market. This paper aims to treat one of these points, namely the consideration of test cases in [1], the TR for MSR. The proposal to add testing in [1] was briefly discussed during the GERAN1 telephone conference on June 18, 2009. Positive feedback was received and Alcatel-Lucent was asked to submit a text proposal.

Discussion

Since the MSR standard covers the simultaneous operation of multiple standards, there is a very high number of possible combinations how two or even more carriers can be distributed within the operating band. The “band category” concept has been introduced to clarify which standards could be used in which bands, but since one of the goals of the MSR work item is to derive a test specification for the MSR base stations, it also important to identify, at the TR level, which test case will be most relevant for each band category.

Proposal

Alcatel-Lucent proposes to take into account the most relevant combinations of standards for the testing in MSR operation already during the derivation of [1]. We believe that it is essential to derive such scenarios at an early stage of the discussions. It is therefore necessary to introduce new sections in the TR covering aspects related to testing. A possible implementation in [1] could look like presented below, as shown by the highlighted text (note: the page numbering has no meaning in this example). Alcatel-Lucent’s intention is to contribute actively to the definition of these test cases if 3GPP RAN4 agrees on the principle of this extension of [1].
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