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1. Introduction
UMTS 700 MHz work item was approved to establish in TSG RAN#35 [1]. The purpose of the WI is to provide UMTS specification support for UTRA/FDD in the new band allocations on pairing 

· 698-716 MHz UL with 728-746 MHz DL and 
· 747-762 MHz DL with 777-792 MHz UL. 
This document is describing the current FCC rulemaking status. 
2. Discussion
Licensing policy process is ongoing in FCC currently, and firm rule making is not yet available. Current FCC band plan and duplex conventions in 3GPP and Public Safety bands are shown in figure 1. 
[image: image11.wmf]
Figure 1. Current FCC band plan and duplex conventions in 3GPP and Public Safety bands
On April 25th 2007, the FCC adopted a ‘Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking’ [2] governing wireless licenses in the 700Mz Band. 
2.1 Lower 700 MHz band

With regard to the lower 700 MHz band, FCC propose not to alter the spectrum blocks as currently sized and aligned. 
2.2 Upper 700 MHz band

For the upper 700 MHz band [2] includes 5 different band plan proposals to change the size and location of spectrum blocks. First two are based on elimination of guard band block B and the latter three are based on modification of the guard band licenses. 
Upper 700 MHz Band Plan 1 proposes 11 MHz C-block and 6 MHz D-block.


[image: image2]
Upper 700 MHz Band Plan 2 proposes two 5.5 MHz blocks C&D and one 6 MHz E-block.
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Upper 700 MHz Band Plan 3 proposes 11 MHz C-block and 5 MHz D-block.


[image: image4]
Upper 700 MHz Band Plan 4 proposes two 5.5 MHz blocks C&D and one 5 MHz E-block.
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Upper 700 MHz Band Plan 5 is similar to Band Plan 4, except that the market sizes are different.


[image: image6]
The FCC will move forward with plans to auction a national 700 MHz license designed to serve unmet public-safety and consumer broadband needs, but the agency must still resolve a number of issues before it issues final bidding and service rules. FCC is expected to issue the final 700 MHz ruling in July 2007.  The auction is planned to be conducted by January 2008.
3. Conclusion
The channel arrangements in 700 MHz bands are subjected to FCC rules for the Upper 700 MHz re-banding. For that reason TSG RAN WG4 should wait for final FCC rulemaking before agreeing channel arrangements in 3GPP specifications.
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