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Introduction

During development of PRACH tests it was originally thought that a burst timing measurement on the PRACH would make sense however on inspection of the core requirements it appears there is no such requirement. The closest is probably the UE transmit timing test in 25.133 A.7.1 but this is for dedicated mode and not directly applicable to the PRACH. Also, in a real network, the absolute timing of the PRACH at the Node B could be offset by around 1000 chips due to the expected propagation delay and so even quite large errors in PRACH timing compared to the 1.5 chips allowed for the DPCH might seem unimportant.

Questions for RAN WG4

1. Is it correct that there are no requirements on PRACH timing?

2. If this is correct does this effectively mean that the PRACH can be transmitted at any time and not follow the rules for PRACH scheduling in 25.214?

3. If arbitrary timing is not acceptable, then what is the timing accuracy required for the PRACH? Should any requirement be in the range of the 1.5 chips required for the UL DPCH or should it take into account the much larger delays expected due to propagation, which could be around 1000 chips?
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