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1 Introduction

In last RAN4#27meeting it was noted that the term NodeB and BS are not used consistent throughout all specifications. The issue was also discussed in RAN4#18 meeting where document R4-010973 [1] was presented and approved to be sent to TSG RAN, TSG SA WG1 and TSG GERAN. For convenience [1] is also attached to this document. 
2 Discussion

Even RAN4#18 had a decision to change the base station definition in TR21.905 [2] it is still unchanged there. For that reason we think it is time for RAN4 to come back to this issue again. If we take a look at definitions we can found from current specifications. TR21.905 [2] specifies:

Node B: A logical node responsible for radio transmission / reception in one or more cells to/from the User Equipment. Terminates the Iub interface towards the RNC.

Base Station: A base station is a macrocell, microcell or picocell site and consists of transmitters generating radio frequency electromagnetic energy and receivers in a cabin or cabinet. A base station is connected to antennas by feeder cables.

In R4-010973 [1] the base station definition was analysed. RAN4#18 approved a proposal to change the term base station as follows:

Base Station: "A base station is a network element in radio access network  responsible for radio transmission and  reception in one or more cells to or from the  user equipment. A base station can have an integrated antenna or be connected to an antenna by feeder cables. In UTRAN it terminates the Iub interface towards the RNC. In GERAN it terminates the Abis interface towards the BSC."

Our view is that the definition in R4-010973 [1] is common enough and it defines the function of the base station clearly. It is also more in line with the term NodeB. In RAN4#18 it was approved to send attached LS [1] to RAN, SA and GERAN. For some reason it hasn't be changed in TR21.905 [2]. 

3  Conclusion

We propose RAN4 to discuss the base station definition issue. If seen necessary we volunteer to draft another LS to RAN, SA and GERAN to review this definition and comment on it in case they find some problems.
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