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1. Introduction

At RAN#16 meeting, Work Item status report on “FDD Base Station classification; Rel.6” was reported. Work plan for the WI was also approved in which completion date was set on RAN#18 meeting in December 2002. According to the discussion in RAN-WG4 meetings so far, FDD Base Stations will be classified by Minimum Coupling Loss, which is defined as the minimum distance loss including antenna gain measured between antenna connectors [1]. As it will introduce new requirements for the new BS classes, relevant regulations may have to be revised. Throughout the discussions in this area, some concerns were raised in terms of regulations or conformance test of BSs.

2. Criteria for FDD BS classification
To carry out technical discussion on BS classes, scenario with different MCL would be proper criteria. Furthermore, it should be noted that WI for TDD BS classification had been completed in Rel.5 version and in there, MCL is used as criteria for BS classificaion[3][4]. However, if we think about conformance test in practice, the following points shall be considered:

· In some (or most of the) cases, BS vendors cannot ensure how much MCL will be applied for the particular BS in a real field when they carry out their conformance test.

· Even after the BS is once settled in a field, MCL may vary when a new BS is introduced in that area for example. Type approval for the BS may become invalid in this case from regulation point of view.
· As for UE, “Output Power” is used as criteria of UE classification [2]. We need to clarify and explain why do we need to specify BS classes by MCL not by its output power as in UE. (Is there any rationale to introduce different criteria, i.e. MCL, for BS from UE?)
3. Proposal for the criterion

While we will need further discussion in detail, our current understanding is that we should introduce a description on relationship between “allowable maximum output power” and “BS classes” in our specification as described below. TBD parameters in the table shall be discussed further at the next RAN4 meeting.

[Text proposal for TS25.104 (Rel.6)]

6.2.1
Base station maximum output power

Maximum output power, Pmax, of the base station is the mean power level per carrier measured at the antenna connector in specified reference condition. The maximum output power allowed for each BS class is shown below.
Table 6.1a: Base Station maximum output power
	BS Class
	Maximum output power

	[Wide area]
	Not specified

	[Medium range]
	+[T.B.D.] dBm

	[Local area]
	+[T.B.D.] dBm
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