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1. Overall Description:

ETSI MSG TFES is the joint task force of ETSI TC ERM and TC MSG responsible for developing European Norms (ENs), intended to become Harmonised Standards under the R&TTE Directive of the European Union, for members of the IMT-2000 family. The group has completed Release 1 of the Candidate Harmonised Standard, which for UTRA is based on R99 of the 3GPP specifications.

At the moment, TFES is continuing its work with Release 2 of the Candidate Harmonised Standard, which will include some additional work items from 3GPP Releases 4 and 5. One work item to be included is “Repeaters”. 
In drafting a new Standard Part for Repeaters, the definition of a “Repeater” in 3GPP has been questioned. The present text in 3GPP and TFES reads (the same) :
“Repeater: A device that receives, amplifies and transmits the radiated or conducted RF carrier both in the down-link direction (from the base station to the mobile area) and in the up-link direction (from the mobile to the base station).”

It is the wording “or conducted” that has raised some questions
. It seems that a masthead amplifier providing amplification of a (conducted) RF carrier could be seen as a repeater according to this definition. That cannot be the intention of a repeater, as it may be in conflict with the requirements on masthead amplifiers as defined in the BS specifications.

ETSI MSG TFES would kindly ask 3GPP TSG RAN4 to consider whether the definition of a repeater could be clarified and respond before the next planned TFES meeting (see meeting schedule below). A clarified definition would aid the approval process of the Repeater Harmonised Standard.

2. Dates of Next TFES Meetings:

TFES #10
26 - 27 March 2002
Staines, U. K.

TFES #11
11-13 June 2002
Finland?
TFES #12
1-3 October 2002
Sophia Antipolis, France
