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1. Background
This contribution discusses the release independent issue for the band combinations in WI NR_700800900_combo_enh.
2. Discussion
In TS 38.307, the inter-band CA release independent is shown as following,
Table 5.2.2-1: NR inter-band CA within FR1
	Feature
	DL/UL
	Maximum number of bands
	number of CCs
	CA BW Classes
	Duplex-mode
	Release
independent from
	requirements to be fulfilled
(see 38.307 of the REL in which the CA configuration was introduced)

	Inter-band CA configurations within NR FR1
	DL
	4
	5
	A, B, C
	TDD, FDD, SDL and FDD, SDL and TDD, FDD and TDD
	Rel-15
	Table B.4.2-1

	
	UL
	2
	2
	A
	TDD, FDD, FDD and TDD
	Rel-15
	

	
	
	1
	2
	B, C, 2A
	
	
	

	
	
	2
	3
	A, B, C
	
	
	



In case companies may think L-L band combinations may be difficult to be supported from RF aspect, it may be necessary to discuss and agree how the treat the release independent issue for L-L band combinations. The following band combinations are included in the latest WID.
	Configuration
	Uplink configuration
	Supported operators

	CA_n5-n8
	-
	China Telecom, Spark NZ, China Unicom

	CA_n5-n28
	CA_n5-n28
	Spark NZ

	CA_n8-n20-n28
	CA_n8-n20, CA_n8-n28, CA_n20-n28
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK14][bookmark: OLE_LINK15]Vodafone, Telecom Italia, Orange, Deutsche Telekom, Telia Company

	CA_n5-n105
	CA_n5-n105
	Spark NZ

	CA_n28-n105
	-
	Spark NZ

	CA_n26-n28
	CA_n26-n28
	Telstra

	CA_n5-n28-n105
	CA_n5-n105, CA_n5-n28
	Spark NZ

	CA_n26(2A)
	CA_n26(2A)
	Telstra

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Note 1: Uplink is only in n5 for CA_n5-n8. 
Note 2: CA_n26(2A) is not intended for use in the USA. 



If the current approach in TS 38.307 is followed, all of the band combinations in this WI can be release independent from R15. Our understanding is that supporting CA capability is flexible enough that UE can report which band UL of the CA is supported. But there’s one issue that companies think supporting n26 UL for 1U/2D CA_n26-n28 is difficult, then the following note is proposed in the CR [3],
NOTE y: For UEs only supporting DL CA_n26-n28, uplink support in band n26 is optional in this release, if the UE supports CA_n26-n28 UL configuration, it should also support UL in band n26 and n28.
The intention of this note is understandable, but it’s vague how to understand “is optional in this release”. If this CA is not release independent, then this note can be understood as this restriction only applies in R18, from R19 n26 UL can be supported. However, if it’s release independent from R15, the meaning of “in this release” is a problem. So considering the CA support is based on UE capability, we propose to remove the 1U/2D CA_n26-n28 n26 UL restriction in the specification. If a UE supports this configuration is based on UE capability report.
Proposal 1: Remove the following note for CA_n26-n28. If a UE supports this configuration is based on UE capability report.
NOTE y: For UEs only supporting DL CA_n26-n28, uplink support in band n26 is optional in this release, if the UE supports CA_n26-n28 UL configuration, it should also support UL in band n26 and n28.
For release independent issue in the WI NR_700800900_combo_enh, we propose to follow the current approach in TS 38.307.
Proposal 2: All of the band combinations in WI NR_700800900_combo_enh are release independent from R15, which is following the current CA approach in TS 38.307. 
3. Summary
This contribution provides the consideration of release independent issue in WI NR_700800900_combo_enh, the followings are proposed,
Proposal 1: Remove the following note for CA_n26-n28. If a UE supports this configuration is based on UE capability report.
NOTE y: For UEs only supporting DL CA_n26-n28, uplink support in band n26 is optional in this release, if the UE supports CA_n26-n28 UL configuration, it should also support UL in band n26 and n28.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Proposal 2: All of the band combinations in WI NR_700800900_combo_enh are release independent from R15, which is following the current CA approach in TS 38.307. 
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