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Introduction
This paper addresses a following question enclosed in RAN2 LS of [1]. A draft LS can be seen in an Annex.
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Discussion
Background
Firstly, current TS38.306 defines higherPowerLimit-r17 in a very simple way as follows.
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From the above, it seems that there is no restriction to apply higherPowerLimit-r17 to any types of band combinations like NR CA, EN-DC etc.
It is, however, TS38.331 has not covered MR-DC like EN-DC for higherPowerLimit-r17 at all, while TS38.331 has covered NR CA and NR-DC for higherPowerLimit-r17. Thus, RAN4 LS of [2] was sent to RAN2 in RAN4#108. 
Answer on the question
In our view, “whether the higher power limit is applicable to NR-DC” has two aspects. One is as a feature, whether is higherPowerLimit-r17 technically applicable to NR-DC or not? The other is whether is there higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for NR-DC in TS38.101-1 or not?
For the 1st aspect, there is no technical reason to preclude NR-DC from applying higherPowerLimit-r17 to it as a feature.
For the 2nd aspect, there is no higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for NR-DC corresponding to a NOTE 7 in Table 6.2A.1.3-1 for UE maximum output power for Inter-band CA and higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for Configured transmitted power for Inter-band CA in 6.2A.4.1.3 in TS38.101-1. 
Observation 1: The question has following two aspects.
· One is as a feature, whether is higherPowerLimit-r17 technically applicable to NR-DC or not? 
· The other is whether is there higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for NR-DC in TS38.101-1 or not?
Observation 2: Observations for the respective aspects.
· There is no technical reason to preclude NR-DC from applying higherPowerLimit-r17 to it.
· On the other hand, there is no higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for NR-DC corresponding to a NOTE 7 in Table 6.2A.1.3-1 for UE maximum output power for Inter-band CA and higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for Configured transmitted power for Inter-band CA in 6.2A.4.1.3 in TS38.101-1.
We propose to simply share the above facts with RAN2. It is up to RAN2 on what to do for TS38.331 and TS38.306 with the consideration of the information.
Proposal: A reply LS should simply share the above observations without specific actions.

Conclusion
This paper addressed a question enclosed in RAN2 LS of [1] and obtained following two observations and one proposal. A companion LS is drafted in an Annex.
Observation 1: The question has following two aspects.
· One is as a feature, whether is higherPowerLimit-r17 technically applicable to NR-DC or not? 
· The other is whether is there higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for NR-DC in TS38.101-1 or not?
Observation 2: Observations for the respective aspects.
· There is no technical reason to preclude NR-DC from applying higherPowerLimit-r17 to it.
· On the other hand, there is no higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for NR-DC corresponding to a NOTE 7 in Table 6.2A.1.3-1 for UE maximum output power for Inter-band CA and higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for Configured transmitted power for Inter-band CA in 6.2A.4.1.3 in TS38.101-1.
We propose to simply share the above facts with RAN2. It is up to RAN2 on what to do for TS38.331 and TS38.306 with the consideration of the information.
Proposal: A reply LS should simply share the above observations without specific actions.
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1. Overall Description:
RAN4 discussed the question included in R2-2311441 and would like to share the answer as follows.
· Q1:  For clarifying the applicability of the parameter “higherPowerLimit-r17”, RAN2 would like to confirm whether the higher power limit is applicable to NR-DC?
· A1: There is no technical reason to preclude NR-DC from applying higherPowerLimit-r17 to it. There is , however, no higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for NR-DC corresponding to a NOTE 7 in Table 6.2A.1.3-1 for UE maximum output power for Inter-band CA and higherPowerLimit-r17 related requirements for Configured transmitted power for Inter-band CA in 6.2A.4.1.3 in TS38.101-1.

2. Actions:
To RAN2 group.
ACTION: RAN4 asks RAN2 to consider the above in its further work.

3. Date of Next RAN WG4 Meetings:	
3GPP RAN4#110		26 Feb – 01 March 2024		  Athens, GR
3GPP RAN4#110-bis		15 – 19 April 2024				  	 TBD, CN
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higherPowerLimit-r17 BC | No | NA | FR1
Indicates whether UE supports increase in|maximum output power above the power only
class indication.




