3GPP TSG-RAN WG4 Meeting #109	R4-2318814
Chicago, USA, 13th – 17th November 2023

Title:	Reply LS on MAC-CE Based Indication for Cross-RRH TCI State
Response to:	R2-2311619
[bookmark: OLE_LINK59][bookmark: OLE_LINK61][bookmark: OLE_LINK60]Release:	Rel-18
Work Item:	NR_HST_FR2_enh-Core

Source:	RAN4
[bookmark: OLE_LINK42][bookmark: OLE_LINK43][bookmark: OLE_LINK44]To:	RAN2
[bookmark: OLE_LINK45][bookmark: OLE_LINK46]Cc:	

Contact person:	Ming Li
Ming.l.li@ericsson.com	
Send any reply LS to:	3GPP Liaisons Coordinator, mailto:3GPPLiaison@etsi.org

Attachments:	-

Overall description
RAN4 would like to thank RAN2 for their LS in R2-2311619 and provide response to the following question asked by RAN2.
	1. 1. Overall Description:
RAN2 would like to thank RAN4 on the LS on Reply LS on MAC-CE Based Indication for Cross-RRH TCI State Switch. We discussed the topic and agree following:
FFS Introduce new MAC CE that has the same payload as “TCI State Indication for UE-specific PDCCH MAC CE” with eLCID.  Pending RAN4 clarifications
In the RAN2 discussion there was no clear understanding regarding answer 3 in the LS why we need a new MAC CE indicating separately “1” and “0” as it looked like case “0” seemed to be similar to behavior of UE in case of receiving the legacy MAC CE (i.e. MAC CE intended for indicating target TCI state for PDCCH in 6.1.3.15) with a possible difference being that UE does not check downlink timing difference. But it caused confusion in RAN2 because companies think NW can send legacy MAC CE to the UE when NW thinks the timing difference is not large to address the case ”0” in RAN4’s LS”, as UE will not apply large one shot UL timing adjustment.
If this is the case then it would simplify RAN2 work as we could just introduce new MAC CE with the same contents of the legacy MAC CE with just a new (e)LCID (i.e.to correspond to MAC CE with “1” as described in the LS R4-2314299) and avoid designing a new MAC CE with an extra octet indicating value “1” or value “0” explicitly and thus causing extra overhead.

2. Actions:
To RAN4 group.
ACTION: 	RAN2 respectfully asks RAN4 to clarify if it would be possible to design new MAC CE to only correspond to case “1” as presented in R4-2314299




RAN4 response
RAN4 would like to thank RAN2 on the reply LS interpreting RAN2’s concerns and views from implementation perspective. It is correct understanding that in the LS by RAN4, the legacy MAC CE indicates that the UE shall check downlink timing difference, instead the new MAC CE set as ‘0’ indicates that the UE doesn’t need to check downlink timing difference.
In previous meetings, RAN4 agreed to differentiate the case of the legacy MAC CE and the case of the new MAC CE set as ‘0’ as above. However, since the difference isn’t significant, for the sake of simplification, RAN4 agrees to design the new MAC CE to only correspond to case “1” as presented in R4-2314299, otherwise the UE shall check downlink timing difference.
Actions
To RAN2:
RAN4 agrees to only design new MAC CE to only correspond to case “1” as presented in R4-2314299.
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