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1 Introduction
During last RAN#101 meeting, new WI on Introduction of NR bands n31 and n72 was approved in [1]. 
In this contribution we provide brief analysis of the release independence aspects captured in the WID. 
2 Discussion
R3eferring to the WID in [1], the following objectives were captured:
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One of the objectives is to introduce system parameters and RF characteristics for 3 and 5 MHz channel bandwidth for n31 and n72.
Referring to the above extracted notes, the intention was to introduce n31 and n72 in release independent way starting from Rel-15. However, concerns were raised during RAN#101 discussion on the feasibility of Rel-15 release independence for 3 MHz NR channel bandwidth for n31 and n72. 
While there is no issue with having Rel-15 release independence for all the NR channel bandwidths larger than 5 MHz which were introduced for NR in Rel-15, it is not obvious that 3 MHz can be supported by legacy devices. 
It shall be noted, that 3 MHz channel bandwidth was introduced for n100, n106, n26, n28 and n85 operating bands in Rel-18 under WI in [2], with the core part of the WI still ongoing due to unresolved issues for n100. 
CR in [3] was agreed introducing new GSCN parameters for the global frequency for 3 MHz channel bandwidth, as well as applicable SS raster entries. Comparing introduced changes, one can notice that some RF requirements for above and below 3MHz channel do differ, e.g. 
· MPR for 3 MHz edge RB was increased from 0.5 dB to 1 dB for Pi/2 BPSK. 
· Spectrum emission mask for 3MHz is also more stringent (± 5-6 region) than for wider channel bandwidths. 
· Etc.
It shall be also noted that layer 1 design was specifically adjusted for 3 MHz based on n100 constraints due to GSM‑R refarming roadmap, leading to a specific PBCH design with reduce RB allocation.
Considering all the above, the following is observed: 
Observation 1: 3 MHz NR RF requirements and system design differs from other existing Rel-15 requirements.
Observation 2: Legacy (Rel-15) UEs behaviour cannot be guaranteed when scheduled by the network to use 3MHz channel allocation for Rel-18 bands. 
3 Conclusions 
Based on the above short discussion, the following proposal was formulated: 

Proposal 1: Clarify in the WID, that 3 MHz channel bandwidth cannot be introduced in release independent way from Rel-15 onwards.
Related modification can be implemented during RAN#102 based on Rapporteurs input. 
 Proposal 2: Consired below modification of the Notes to implement clarifications on 3 MHz and 5 MHz channel bandwidths introduction for n31 and n72: 
	Note 1: These 2 new NR bands5 MHz channel bandwidth will be introduced in a REL-independent way starting from REL-15 for n31 and n72.
Note 2: Further study whether 3MHz channel bandwidth can will be introduced in a release independent wayfor Rel-18 onwards.
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‘The core objectives of this W1 are:
©  Standardization of two new NR FDD bands 131 and n72 in the 450MHz range based on

o E-UTRA band 31 (UL 452.5 - 457.5, DL 462.5 — 467.5 MHz)
o E-UTRA band 72 (UL 451 - 456, DL 461 — 466 MHz)

o During the work cvaluate potential impacts of NR. If any impact on performance o any changes W,c., existing
requirements of band 31 and 72. are found, addsess those during the work.

o Specify band numbering (i.c. 031 and n72) system parameters and RF characteristics for 3 and 5 MHz channel
bandwidth of the new bands.

o Only symmetric bandwidths are supported.
o Address potential BS and UE co-existence issues, if any

o Specify the UE RF requirements for the new bands based on 2 Rx operation.

o Update the related technical specifications to include support for the new band

Note: These 2 new NR bands will be introduced in a REL-independent way starting from REL-15.
Note: Further study whether 3MHz bandwidth can be introduced in a release independent way.




