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1 Introduction
The TP is to update the rule on the fallback information aspect for specifying band combinations, which is relevant to clause 5.3 of TR 38.846.
The lower order fallbacks missing issues do cause a lot of trouble for implementation, great efforts were paid to add them back into the spec, thus more attention from proponent should be paid to realize less fallback missing.
In current TR 38.846, it only stipulates that “when the fallbacks are proposed in the same meeting, it should be clearly mentioned in the coversheet of CR or the heading of the TP”, which is very helpful and alleviates the reviewers’ workload to some extent. However, when there is nothing mentioned in the coversheet or the heading, it is assumed the fallbacks should be either already included in latest spec or were approved in last Bis meeting which is to be included in next version of the spec. But unfortunately sometimes it is just because the proponent is not aware of or forget this rule. 
Thus, for sake of further alleviation of the reviewers’ work as well as to remind the proponent kindly pay more attention to the fallbacks. It is suggested to approve below TP to update the rule on fallback information aspect for specifying band combinations. Please note that it does not request a unified format, it should be ok as long as the status of the fallbacks is clarified clearly.

Proposal 1  It is proposed to agree the TP to update the rule on the fallback information aspect for specifying band combinations.
2 Reference
[1] RP- 231468, Revised SID: Study on simplification of band combination specification for NR and LTE, ZTE, RAN#100
[2] TR 38.846 v1.0.0_Study on simplification of band combination specification for NR and LTE, ZTE



Text Proposal
----- Start of TP -----
[bookmark: _Toc136377819]5.3	Fallback aspects for specifying band combinations
For companies to propose the new band combinations in the band combination basket WIDs, some restrictions on the fallback aspects should be taken into account. The proponents should propose all the necessary fallback modes together with the proposed band combinations. To make the rules on fallback aspects common understanding in RAN4 and to facilitate delegates who are not very familiar with such rules when preparing the band combination proposals, the following text is suggested to be captured in the justification of each band combination basket WID.
–	Request for additions of band combinations to this WI shall be provided using an agreed template and sent to the 3GPP_TSG_RAN_WG4_NR_BANDS email reflector before a RAN4 Tdoc submission deadline and no new band combinations are allowed to be requested after the deadline except to correct the missing fallback and add more supporting companies for the proposed band combinations.
–	When a proponent requests a new band combination, all the next level fallback configurations shall be listed and recorded in the request template and the status (“New”, “Ongoing”, “Completed”) of all the fallback configurations shall be declared accurately and clearly. For “New” fallback configurations, the proponent shall ensure these fallback configurations are also requested together with the higher order band combination in the same meeting.
–	A band combination configuration can only be considered as completed when all of the fallback configurations are completed and specified in advance or at the same meeting. It is the responsibility of the proponent to ensure the status of all of the fallback mode configurations. Rapporteurs and other companies are encouraged to check the status of all of the fallback configurations once the higher order band combinations are declared as completed.
(Note:  3GPP_TSG_RAN_WG4_CA is used for the LTE CA baskets WI)When the below approved rule is not followed by the proponents, TP/draft CR could be flagged by rapporteurs/ interested companies, and the TP/draft CR shall be noted if the lower order fallbacks are missing.
 #   Proponents should prepare and submit the corresponding contributions, e.g. draft CR, TP before RAN4#X meeting. If a draft CR or TP is depending on approval of lower order fallbacks submitted at the same meeting, this need to be clearly mentioned in the cover sheet of the draft CR or in the heading of the TP.
#   Proponents should clearly mention the following two conditions in the cover sheet of the draft CR or in the heading of the TP.
1) Whether there are pending lower order fallbacks submitted at the same meeting related to the combos in this draft CR/TP. (Yes with Tdoc numbers or No)
2) Whether there were lower order fallbacks approved in the last meeting related to the combos in this draft CR/TP, if the last meeting is a bis meeting. (Yes with Tdoc numbers or No)
Examples for the cases when the last meeting is a bis meeting:
#1: The draft CRs/or TPs for the fallback combinations in the same meeting: R4-xxxxxxx.
There is no related lower order fallbacks in the last bis meeting.
#2: There is no pending lower order fallbacks in the same meeting.
The draft CRs/or TPs for the fallback combinations in the last bis meeting: R4-xxxxxxx
#3: There is no pending lower order fallbacks in the same meeting.
There is no related lower order fallbacks in the last bis meeting.
#4: The draft CRs/or TPs for the fallback combinations in the same meeting: R4-xxxxxxx.
The draft CRs/or TPs for the fallback combinations in the last bis meeting: R4-xxxxxxx



----- End of TP -----

